


}952 


th of 
nong 


hand 
ll is 
Lord, 
in to 
" we 
Bri- 
St., 


alty. 
said 
ded, 
and 
uite 

be 
and 
od’s 
de- 
has 
ced 
can 
we 
1 is 
yme 
‘hi- 


0k 
2X- 
ult 
lis- 
ith 
ok 
m- 
en 
on, 


be 
en 
ge 
it, 
ul 
ul 











BOOK NUMBER 


Che Sunday School Gines 


Co. Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under 
Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 


Copyright, 1952, by The Sunday School Times 


Act of March 3, 1879. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A 


Philadelphia, February 16, 1952 


Volume Ninety-four, No. 7 


$3.00 a year, in clubs, $2.50 
See page 155 





Lesson for March 2 in this issue 





Lesson 9.—“Our Beloved Barnabas.” 
Acts 4:32-37; 9:20-27; 11:19-30; 13:1-4; 14 
8-15; 15:1-6, 22-39. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Sericus Setting for Serious 


Things 134 
Our Omnipotent God, II. By T. _ 
Stanley Soltau, D.D., 135 


World Education’s Omission of the 
Bible. V. By Wilbur M. Smith, 
D.D. 


The Third I.V.C.F. Missionary Con- 
vention. By Lois S, Thiessen 137 
Keeping Abreast of the Tide of 
Books 138 
Next Summer’s Christian Fellowship 
Tour 140 
International Uniform Lesson 141-148 
C.E. Topic—Jesus Calls His Disciples. _ 
By John W, Lane, Jr. 151 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. _ 
Wadsworth, D.D. 154 


oe 
psd 


Too Littlek—Too Late? 
By Vivian A. Bruner 


FRIEND is in danger—how long 
must he wait? 
Shall my help be recorded: “Too little— 
too late”? 


Too little kindness, too little love? 
Too little prayer to our Father above? 
Too little living a life that inspires? 
Too little paying the price it requires? 


Too late—his conscience has gréwn hard 
and cold? 

Too late—his birthright is already sold? 

Too late—his hunger is past feeling now? 

Too late for plans that his gifts might 
endow? 


O God, may I go while he waits at my 
gate, 
And let not my service be little or late! 


ue 


One of Those Days 


Everybody has them—days when 
one thing after another goes awry. At 
home the toast burns, a pot boils over, 
the washing machine stops, a water pipe 
springs a leak, a clothesline breaks, the 
baby is fretful, a fuse blows out, there 
are clinkers in the furnace and it won't 
draw, the car stalls, a vase with flowers 
is knocked over, a shade comes off its 
roller, a neighbor talks a long time on 


the telephone, and the doorbell rings at 
the same time, Junior skins his shins and 
needs a Band-Aid; and to cap the climax, 
the friends from far away who are com- 
ing for dinner telephone ten minutes 
before the hour to say that they are 
sorry, but they took the wrong turn, 
and they are still fifteen miles away. In 
the office some key folks are late, a 
typewriter breaks down, someone “gives 
notice,” ill-feeling that has simmered 
for a long time boils over, important 
callers arrive, scmeone calling on the 
long distance phone is hard to hear and 
then suddenly cut off, and finally an 
important piece of business turns up at 
the end of the day and Father just can’t 
get home at his usual time. Perhaps 
it is raining, too. And ministers, doc- 
tors, teachers, machinists, salesmen, 
farmers, nurses, supervisors, Army and 
Navy Officers, engineers, builders, and 
everyone who does anything has such 
days, too. And as the annoyances and 
problems come thick and fast, people 
just say rather hopelessly, “It never rains 
but it pours,” or, “Oh, it’s just one of 
those days!” But it makes a great dif- 
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ference how we face them. Sometimes 
if we trace them back to the early hours 
of the day we find that too little time, 
or no time at all was spent in Bible 
reading and prayer. Perhaps God is 
allowing things to happen and leaving 
us to our own devices for a time to 
teach us how much we need Him. It 
is really amazing to see how actual time 
spent in unhurried prayer will put a 
different light on all things through the 
day and fortify us with supernatural 
calmness, patience, and clearness of 
thought. When we pray over the ex- 
pected and the unexpected, before it 
happens, God may see fit to work mirac- 
ulously in our behalf so that things do 
not go wrong. But even if they do, He 
will enable us to meet the trials in His 
strength as they come, so that we are 
not spiritually jaded at the end of the 
day, but still resting and rejoicing in 
Him. Then we shall learn in practice 
the true meaning of Romans 8:28, “And 
we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his 
purpose.” 
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His Guiding Presence 


By a former Home Missionary 


es 4 ND the Lord went before them 
A by day in a pillar of a cloud, 
to lead them the way; and by 
night in @¢ pillar of fire, to give them 
light; to go by day and night: he took 
not away the pillar of the cloud by 
day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from 
before the people” (Exod. 13:21, 22) 
“My father, thou art the guide of my 
youth” (Jer. 3:4). God promised, in 
Psalm 32:8, “I will instruct thee and 
teach thee in the way which thou shalt 
go: I will guide thee with mine eye.” 
One of the most perplexing problems 
in the life of a Christian is that of guid- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 
2:13). 




















ance. We know that God guides His 
own and that all who belong to Him 
may be certain of that guidance, but 
perhaps many, if not all of us, have 
come to the turn of the road where we 
were not certain of His leading. It 
would be a great boon to Christian youth 
if we could lay down a definite rule 
by which all might know beyond a 
shadow of doubt the plan of God for 
each life, at each crisis. But God knows 
us as individuals, and thus He speaks 
to us and guides—just as we may find 
Him guiding us in different ways at 
various times in our lives. Every Chris- 
tian, however, may have God’s definite 
guidance and leading, not only in the 
life-plan but for each occurrence of 
every day. We need not rely on our 
own strength, 

For some time I have been in a posi- 
tion where I could only rest in Him 
and submit myself to His will and pur- 
pose, striving to grow in grace. Now 
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I am at the place where I may have 
decisions to make, plans to form, even 
endeavoring to find open doors for the 
tasks which may be mine in the future. 
I was thinking of these things—and of 
various disappointments and complica- 
tions that had come to me—when I came 
in my devotional reading to the verses 
in the thirteenth chapter of Exodus 
where God told the Israelites of the 
manner in which He would guide them 
through the wilderness wanderings, of 
His presence with them in the days 
ahead. In the daylight hours He would 
“go before them” and guide them in the 
cloud—easily visible by day. But at 
night, in the hours of darkness when 
the cloud would not be so apparent, His 
guiding presence would be shown in the 
pillar of fire. 

When all seems to be going smoothly 
in our lives—the “daylight hours”’—we 
can easily believe that God is guiding, 
and a more or less casual glance at the 
“cloud” is sufficient. I know that I did 
not watch so closely for the signs of 
His presence when the days seemed. to 
stretch ahead of me in planned sequence. 

In the hours of darkness in our lives 
it may be difficult for us to see Him in 
the cloud, but if we will keep our gaze 
upward, toward Him, we will see the 
nighttime sign of the “pillar of fire” 
the leading that is more visible to our 
clouded vision. If we depend intimately. 
closely, upon the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts, we may be certain 


to see the guiding light and we need 
not wander in darkness. 

In our times of greatest need God 
gives clearer flashes of light from His 


Word, perhaps in our devotional reading 
or in portions of Scripture learned in 
childhood and brought to mind by the 
Spirit. Almost at the point of discour- 
agement, an afflicted Christian found 
comfort and answer to prayer in the 
words of Paul, “And he said unto me, 
My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:9) 
Phrases of loved hymns may bring new 
depths of meaning. As a young woman 
was walking along the “treet with 
thoughts intent upon her failure to gain 
permanent employment and overcome 
other difficulties, these words came to her 
mind as clearly as if spoken aloud to 
her, “I am in my Father's keeping, I am 
in His tender care; Whether waking 
whether sleeping, I am in His care.” 
They were as soothing balm to her soul, 
though she could not remember where 
she had seen them; later the words were 
seen in a church song book, 

Words of comfort and guidance may 
be brought to us by our pastor or other 
Christian friends; we in turn may have 
the opportunity of bringing blessing to 
others because of the difficulties through 
which God has brought us. Sometimes 
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in the sleepless hours of the night we 
may be led to pray for friends or loved 
ones far away. At times we may so rest 
in Him and think upon His greatness 
and glory that we shall sense His near- 
ness in a special way, and it will seem 
as if we could almost reach out and 
touch Him, or hear His voice telling 
us the answer to our problem. 
Sometimes when we are in definite 
need of guidance we shall have unmis- 
takable conviction of heart and mind 
as to the path we are to take: at other 
times the leading. is through circum- 
stances. A young woman on the eve of 
graduation from a Christian college defi- 
nitely believed that God was calling 
her to fill a certain vacancy in a mis- 
sion station in China. Friends hearing 
of the opening. thought of her, and the 
missionary in charge of the station found 
her acceptable as a co-worker. But the 
mission board deferred her application. 
A real disappointment, truly, but surely 
in the permissive will of God. -A few 
months later, while working for a Chris- 
tian publication, the young woman re- 
ceived an offer from a home mission 
board. The decision between two ave- 
nues of service being difficult, prayer 
brought definite conviction of mind and 
heart as to the choice to be made: even 


through difficulties and frustrating in- 
cidents the decision was felt to be the 


definite call of God. 

Desiring to be in home mission work, 
I answered the request of the mission 
board and carried on a lengthy corre- 
spondence with both board and mission- 
ary in charge of the station where the 
vacancy occurred. Though I could not 
feel a definite call from God, I signi- 
fied my willingness to go, especially in 
view of the real interest and desire of 
the worker on the field and the fellow- 
ship and opportunity for service prom- 
ised. Still with a certain misgiving on 
my part, I had received the welcoming 
letter from the field representative when 
the medical examination brought forth 
a decided No. Surely God’s leading 
for me, through circumstances beyond 
my control, 

One much to de- 
pend upon the advice of others. We 
may pray for others and ask others to 
pray for us, but it is usually impossible 
for others to give definite advice as to 
a decision to be made. Pastors, teachers, 
or other experienced Christian friends 
may help one to see clearly the issues 
involved and thus aid one to understand 
God’s leading. 

For one seeking to choose a lifework. 
talents and capabilities should be taken 
into consideration and may be of prime 
importance in God’s leading. Of course 
God may call and empower for a task a 
man or woman who seems to have no 
qualifications, but I believe that such is 
the exception. God gives abilities to 
be used according to His plan. 

One who is making plans for pastoral 


may wonder how 
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or missionary service should have deep 
heart conviction of the calling of God. 
He may have other evidences of his fit- 
ness for God’s service, but if he does 
not have that conviction of soul, surely 
he must wait upon God for it. Un- 
happy the man in the pulpit whom God 


(Continued on page 150) 








Notes on Open Letters 


A Serious Seiting 
for Serious Things 


Your article on “Reverence on the 
Platform” (Dec. 15, 1951) is very timely 
and brought back to mind some ob- 
servations I had made recently. There 
is today a growing tendency on the 
part cf some churches and affiliated 
groups to put on concertlike services 
with the object of attracting young 
people, doubtless, I grant you, with 
the object of winning them for Christ 
but judging from the methods em- 
ployed, one cannot help wondering if 
God is glorified or lasting good accom. 
plished. 

The principal attraction at these 
gatherings is man-talent; brilliant 
musicians and singers are engaged to 
play and sing, and are usually given 
a great round of applause; clever 
speakers, who are good at wisecracks 
and who can create laughter, are much 
in demand; more often than not these 
gatherings savor more of an entertain- 
ment than a religious meeting. 

We cannot play with holy things 
When we meet to pray it should not 
be to play: when we are dealing with 
people about the most serious things 
of life it is no time for trifling. There 
is a time and a seascn to all things 
(Eccles. 3:1). So much of the Lord's 
money is wasted bringing men and 
musicians from great distances to 
demonstrate their talent, while there 
are scores of Spirit-filled men with a 
message at our door. 

In contrast, well do I remember the 
revival days of the early part of the 
century, when men filled with the 
Spvirit spoke with power, people were 
broken, they wept (true holy water). 
and turned to God: many went to their 
homes but not to sleep, until they got 
right with God. A solemn hush and 
holy awe pervaded all such gatherings: 
there was no laughing or whispering, 
much less audible conversation; peo- 
ple spoke with bated breath: speakers 
shrank from eulogy or any _ special 
recognition, for they realized that they 
were sinners saved by grace and that 
power belongeth unto God, The draw- 
ing power was the Holy Ghost. We 
cannot work up revival: it must come 


down. Do we not need to drop our 
streamlined and carnal methods of 
evangelizing, and have our campaigns 


preceded by weeks, and if need be. 
nights of prayer? 

God’s work must be done by God's 
neonle in God's way.—A Canadian 
Christian worker. 

There is much food for thought in this 
letter from an experienced worker who 
has a position of great responsibility in 
an old, established Christian organiza- 
tion. The methods used in evangelistic 
meetings will naturally vary according 
150) 


(Continued on rage 
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ll. Our Omnipotent God 


He is able to save unto the uttermost 





of the statement in the Old Testa- 

ment telling us that “God is able’— 
“able to give so much more.” This declara- 
tion was proved to be absolutely true. 
In this article and in the succeeding 
ones we Shall be considering a number 
of statements in the New Testament 
which also tell us about the marvelous 
things that the Lord is able to do for 
His people, that is, for those who look 
to Him in loving trust and obedience 
and seek to put Him first in all things. 
The one that we shall be thinking about 
at this time is Hebrews 7:25, “Wherefore 
also he is able to save to the uttermost 
them that draw near unto God through 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them.” In this Letter the 
author is writing to some greatly dis- 
couraged people. They were Jewish 
Christians who had accepted Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and had begun to live in faith 
in Him. However, things had not turned 
out as they had expected—they had met 
bitter persecution from their own people 
and various temptations and difficulties 
of which they had not dreamed had 
been their lot. Some of them were on 
the brink of turning back to their for- 
mer beliefs. and were about to go back 
to their former way of life and to try 
to work out their own salvation by 
keeping the Law, both the moral and 
the ceremonial law. They were going 
to try to earn salvation by being good 
and by doing good works. To meet their 
needs at this critical time the Epistle 
to the Hebrews was written, and it is 
a most logical and exact summary of the 
purpose, the nature, and the results of 
the Gospel in the heart of everyone who 
truly accepts the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour and makes Him Lord of his 
life, 


[: THE previous article we thought 


Christ’s Priesthood and the Mosaic Order 

In the passage from which our verse 
is taken are pointed out the excellencies 
of the priesthood of Jesus Christ and 
its infinite superiority to that of the men 
who ministered in the Temple in accord- 
ance with the ancient Mosaic Law. In 
the comparison which the writer draws, 
he points out that in the old priesthood 
to which they had been accustomed there 
had been many priests—many because 
old age and death had taken their toll 
and a succession of men had been the 
inevitable result: but He, Jesus Christ, 
had been made a priest after the power 
of an endless life and had no successor 
because by His resurrection from the 
dead He had proved that He was eter- 
nally living. Moreover, the priests whom 
they had known, before offering up sac- 
rifices for others, had first to offer up 
sacrifices for their own sins, whereas 


Many Christians struggle on in de- 
feat and depression because they do 
not rest upon the great and glorious 
fact of the Lord Jesus Christ’s con- 
tinual intercession for all believers. 
Not only did He die for us, to wash 
away our guilt, but He is a risen, 
living Saviour today, praying for His 
own and supplying them with all 
needed strength. This is the truth 
set forth in this second article of the 
series of eight by Dr. Soltau, pastor 
of the First Evangelical Church of 
Memphis, Tenn. 








Christ Jesus, being without sin, had no 
need to offer sacrifices for Himself, but 
had offered up His own self as the one 
perfect sacrifice—“once for all”—a sacri- 
fice that needed no repetition. More- 
over, He has sat down on the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, that is, at God’s 
right hand, having completed His sac- 
rificial work as High Priest. 

One of the unique features of the 
Tabernacle and the Temple of old was 
that in neither of them were there any 
chairs or benches on which the officiat- 
ing priests could sit down. The reason 
for this was that their work was never 
completed, for the animals that they of- 
fered could neither cleanse the con- 
science of the one who presented them, 
nor could they render any power to the 
offerer by which he could gain the vic- 
tory over those sins and cease from 
committing them. But now in the per- 
son of the Lord Jesus Christ is one 
who has eternally completed His sac- 
rificial work as great High Priest and 
is the only High Priest who has sat 
down, in token of a finished work. 
Moreover, although His sacrificial work 
as High Priest is complete, another phase 
of His priestly work is still claiming 
His time and attention. This is His work 
of intercession. Our text reads: “Where- 
fore also he is able to save to the utter- 
most them that draw near unto God 
through him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them.” His work 
as our Intercessor is one that continues 
to occupy Him, and because of this fact 
He is able to save unto the uttermost. 

I want you to notice first those whom 
He is able to save—‘them that draw near 
unto God through him.” That little 
clause contains two conditions which 
have to be met by those who wish to 
hecome recipients of His salvation, The 
first is the desire and the will to draw 
near unto Ged. To draw near unto God 
means that His will must become the 
paramount interest and motive of my 
life. It is just for that reason that so 
many are unwilling to take any step 
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toward God. They are completely en- 
grossed in their own selfish aims, am- 
bitions, and pleasures, and have no time 
or place for God in their hearts or their 
interests. The second essential condi- 
tion is that they must draw nigh unto 
God through Him, that is, through His 
Son, Christ Jesus. This is a second rea- 
son for so many failures to receive the 
glorious salvation that God has made 
available for any and all who desire it 

To draw nigh unto God through His 
Son is, first of all, to be ready to ac- 
knowledge before God that in and of 
ourselves there is nothing by which we 
can draw near unto a holy and righte- 
ous God. It means we must confess that 
in the sight of God we are helpless and 
hopeless sinners, absolutely powerless to 
help ourselves and having no merit of 
any kind which would give us the right 
of access into the presence of God. But 
having confessed that, we are then in a 
position gratefully to acknowledge that 
God’s own eternal Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself, bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree (the cross); and there- 
fore, relying upon His suffering in our 
place, by which He took upon Himself 
the punishment of the wrath of God 
which was due us, we understand, that 
the way is open for us into the presence 


of God. 


The Meaning of the Rent Vail 

That was the meaning of the rending 
of the veil in the Temple as our Lord 
gave up His life for us on the cross. 
That veil was a tremendously heavy 
curtain, beautifully embroidered, which 
hung from the roof of the Temple in 
Jerusalem, dividing the main sanctuary 
into two compartments. In the oute1 
one were placed the golden altar of 
incense, the seven-branched golden 
lampstand, and the table of shewbread, 
which was overlaid with gold. In this 
holy place the priests were admitted to 
carry on their ministry as ordained of 
God. Behind the curtain, however, was 
the ark of the covenant, in which the 
two tables of stone, on which were en- 
graved the Ten Commandments, were 
kept. Into this, the most holy place 
none but the high priest ever dared to 
enter, and he only once a year, on the 
great Day of Atonement. At the mo- 
ment when Christ Jesus died upon the 
Cross, as the great atoning sacrifice for 
the sins of the world, Matthew tells us, 
“Behold, the veil of the temple was 
rent in two from the top to the bottom” 
(27:51, R.V.); and the author of He- 
brews explains that this act of God's 
power was done to make it plain to all 
that through the death cf His Son the 
way into God’s presence had been opened 
for all who were ready to come by faith 
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in Jesus Christ as Saviour and as Lord. 
For those who so come He ever liveth 
to make intercession, 

Since He is in the place of authority, 
at the right hand of God, we can be 
certain of the effectiveness of His inter- 
cession for us, and we can therefore be 
confident that no temptation can be too 
severe, no sin too great, and no habit 
too strong for us to Overcome, as we 
rely on His atoning and intercessory 
work on our behalf. He is able to save 
to the uttermost, to give victory over 
all sins, to make us victorious over all 
temptations, and to send us forward in 
confidence, conquering in His holy name. 
I used to think that this verse was writ- 
ten especially for the benefit of great 
sinners whose wickedness would seem to 
have rendered their case hopeless. I 
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now realize that it was written just as 
much, if not more, for the sake of those 
who are only too willing to live a life 
of defeat or on a low spiritual plane. 
I would like to leave these questions 
with you: Have you entered into the 
experience of this reality of victory? 
Are you fully depending upon His in- 
tercession for you, which He has prom- 
ised, and are you daily growing stronger 
in faith in Him? 

O Thou who didst send Thy Son as 
our great High Priest and as our eternal 
sacrifice, once for all, enable us by faith 
to enter into a full experience of His 
atoning work and of His mediatorial 
work, that we may have victory unto the 
uttermost to the glory of His holy name, 
amen, 

(To be continued) 


V. World Education’s Omission of the Bible 


The studied effort of outstanding educators to 
relegate the Scriptures to a place of little importance 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Next week, the sixth article in Dr. Smith’s series will continue the 


theme here bequn. 


He will tell of the United Nations Educational, 


Scientific, and Cultural Organization and its humanistic and rationalistic 
philosophies. 


N THE middle of the last decade, 
Harvard University, along with many 
others of our more famous and _ influ- 
ential colleges and universities, became 
conscious of the fact that somehow the 
educational policies and programs that 
they had been supporting since the be- 
ginning of our century were failing the 
needs of the world, that the world, 
though increasingly educated, was prov- 
ing itself increasingly belligerent and 
brutal. Aware of these deep and tragic 
failures in modern education, Harvard 
University appointed a committee of 
outstanding educators to investigate the 
entire matter, and to bring in some sug- 
gestions that could be followed in a 
thorough revamping of the educational 
program of institutions cf higher learn- 
ing. The report was published in 1945 
with the title. “General Education in a 
Free Society.” It is recognized as prob- 
ably the most important document on 
the question of education in our uni- 
versities that has been published in our 
generation. The entire report is emphat- 
ically non-Christian, we might even say 
anti-Christian, 
Near the beginning of this document 
we read: 
“Sectarian colleges have, of course, 
their solution . the conviction that 


Christianity gives meaning and ultimate 
unity to all parts of the curriculum, in- 
deed to the whole life of the college. 
Yet, this solution is out of the question 
in publicly supported colleges, and is 
practically, if not legally impossible in 
most others. 


Some think it the Achilles’ 


heel of democracy, that by its very 
nature it cannot foster general agree- 
ment on ultimates, and perhaps must 
foster the contrary.” 

Notice carefully the insinuation of this 
statement, that the unity that we are 
seeking in our modern world, Christian- 
ity makes impossible. We shall be hear- 
ing more of this in the years to come. 
A more important statement than this. 
however, is its pronouncement concern- 
ing the Bible: 

“As early Protestantism, rejecting the 
authority and philosophy of the medieval 
church, placed reliance on each man’s 
personal reading of the Scriptures, so 
this present movement, rejecting the 
supreme authority of the Scriptures, 
places reliance on the reading of those 
books which are taken to represent the 
fullest revelation of the Western mind.” 
And so, they make the sweeping ccn- 
clusion that, “Whatever one’s views, re- 
ligion is not now for most colleges or 
universities a practical source of intel- 
lectual unity.” 1 

From this it is clearly to be seen that 
Harvard University, and all who agree 
with them in their general program of 
education, believe that the hope for man- 
kind in this desperate hour is not in a 
knowledge of the Word of God, but in 
a new investigation and study of “those 
books which represent the fullest reve- 
lation of the Western mind.” 

'*General Education in a Free Society.” 
(Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass., 
1945, p. 39; $2.50.) 
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The phrase just quoted is repeated 
almost word for word in the greatest 
project of modern times for building an 
education based upon the great books of 
Greece, Rome, the Middle Ages, modern 
Europe, and America. This is the pub- 
lishing project known as “Great Books 
of the Western World,” which has been 
in the process of development for the 
last seven years, and is now soon to ap- 
pear, in a magnificent format, in some 
forty volumes. Nothing as thorough as 
this has ever been attempted, in bring- 
ing together the most important books 
of the last twenty-five hundred years— 
from the days of Plato down to Ein- 
stein’s relativity, covering the fields of 
literature, philosophy, history, art, all 
the principal branches of the natural 
sciences, government, religion, and law 

This work will conclude with what is 
called a Syntopicon, embracing twenty- 
five hundred pages, and alone costing 
almost a million and a half dollars. 
which will contain references to every 
major subject of thought and opinion 
that has occupied the mind of Western 
man for two and a half millennia. 

The editor in chief of this work. 
which will, inevitably, exercise an enor- 
mous influence over all college and uni- 
versity students, and thousands of lay- 
men, for the next fifty years, is Dr. 
Robert M. Hutchins, whose entire bril- 
liant educational career has been any- 
thing but a support of Christian values 
Dr. Hutchins became dean of the Yale 
Law School when he was only twenty- 
nine years of age, and president of the 
University of Chicago when thirty years 
of age, a position he held for sixteen 
years. He is director of Encyclopedia 
Britannica, Inc., and at the present time 
is head of the great Ford Foundation 
which has for distribution to various 
world causes the sum of $450,000,000. 

On the board of this publishing project 
are, also, Dr. Stringfellow Barr, a 
Rhodes scholar, a professor in the Uni- 
versity of Virginia for three years, at 
the University of Chicago for ten years, 
president of the board of advisors and 
governor of St. John’s College for nine 
years, and at the present time president 
of the Foundation for World Govern- 
ment; Mark Van Doren, a professor at 
Columbia University for the last thirty 
years, author of a great number of im- 
portant books in the field of literature, 
editor of the “Oxford Book of American 
Prose”; and Alexander Meiklejohn, pro- 
fessor and later dean at Brown Uni- 
versity for seventeen years, president of 
Amherst College for twelve years, pro- 
fessor of philosophy at the University 
of Wisconsin for twelve years, and one 
of the outstanding enemies of the Chris- 
tian faith of our generation. The re- 
cently deceased Dr, John Erskine, one 
of the most prolific authors of our gen- 
eration, and among the ten most influ- 
ential professors at Columbia University 
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for the last quarte: niury was also 
member. 
In his “Education Between Two 


Worlds,” Dr, Meiklejohn really comes 
out for atheism: “It is by the authority 
of that principle that one questions the 
existence of God .. . and if God does 
not exist, if the assertions about him 
are myths, then the very presence of 
those myths is a fact of supreme im- 
portance for our knowledge of mankind. 
.. . Who wrote the Bible? It seems 
clear that God did not do so. Nor did 
he inspire men to do it. But that implies 
that the aspirations of the Bible were 
created by men, created by their own 
unaided efforts.” 2 

A work edited by such a group of 
outstanding educators in this country, 
the fruit, one might say of the thinking 
of some of the best minds of our day, 
naturally speaking, men who have taught 
thousands and thousands of our young 
men and women. many of whom are 
themselves now teachers of this genera- 
tion, must be recognized as setting forth 
what our leading educators consider im- 
portant for modern man, The tragedy 
in this vast undertaking is that though 
Plato and Aristotle, Herodotus and Aris- 
tophanes, Cicero and Virgil, Plutarch 
and Seneca, are all here from the an- 
cient world, along with many others, 
but the Bible is not included in these 
“Great Books of the Western World.” 

This is especially surprising when so 
many of the books included in this list 
arise directly from the Bible. Augus- 
tine is here, and, even in the English 
edition of Augustine’s writings, in the 
“Ante-Nicene Fathers,” there are over 
one thousand references to the Scrip- 





2“Education Between Two Worlds.”” By 
Alexander Meiklejohn. (Harper Bros. New 
York 16, 1942, p. 202; $3.) 
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tures. Thcmas Aquinas is here, and his 
whole life was spent in attempting to 
interpret ihe Scriptures (in Aristotelian 
forms). Milton, cf course, 1cre, and 


how can one understand Milton without 
the Bible? Thus the one book that has 
exercised, even as this anthology admits, 
greater influence over the literature and 
thinking of the Western world than any 
other one book, the Bible, is purposely 
omitted. Whatever the reasons given 
for omitting it, they are all insignifi- 
cant and trivial when one thinks of the 
vast, profound, convulsing, elevating, 
transforming, universal influence of this 
the Word of God. 

No doubt many of my readers know 
that there is also a Great Books Foun- 
dation, which sponsors adult classes 
throughout America in the study of these 
“Great Books.” I recently noticed that 
one thousand men and women had en- 
rolled in this course in New York City 
alone. The first year’s reading course in 
this program includes three works from 
Plato, the “Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” three plays of Aristophanes, the 
“Ethics” of Aristotle, the “Confessions” 
of Augustine, five lives from Plutarch, 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet,” the “Commu- 
nist Manifesto” of Karl Marx, and other 
works; and, oh, yes, I forgot to mention 
that the Bible is here, three chapters 
from the Old Testament! You have no 
idea what they are—the story of David 
and Uriah, which, of course, means Da- 
vid and Bathsheba; and the story of one 
of the most wicked women that ever 
lived, Jezebel!—this is what thousands 
of adults in our country will learn about 
the Bible in the first year of the study 
of “The Great Books of the Western 
World.” It would seem as though these 
chapters were all chosen to bring ridi- 
cule to the Scriptures 

(To be continued) 


The Third |.V.C.F. Missionary Convention 


Where nearly seventy speakers presented the theme, “By all means . 


. . proclaim Christ’ 


By LOIS S. THIESSEN 


It is three years since the last great missionary convention was held by 


the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship at Urbana, II. 


It is a most im- 


pressive event when over fifteen hundred young people gather to consider 

ways and means of getting the Gospel out to those who have never 

heard. A full report of the most recent convention is here given by 

Miss Thiessen, who is editor of the I.V.C.F. magazine, Mandate, which 

is published at the headquarters of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship, 1444 N. Astor St., Chicago 10. 


T YEAR’S end, over fifteen hun- 

dred college-age young people trav- 
eled from all over the United States 
(45 states) and Canada (6 provinces) 
and from 17 foreign countries to attend 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship’s 
third missionary convention. It was held 
in wintry weather on the University of 
Illinois campus at Urbana, which had 
also been the scene of the last such con- 
vention in 1948. 


Both the urgency and resourcefulness 
implicit in the convention theme, “By all 
means .. . proclaim Christ,” character- 
ized the students who came. Almost 
without exception they considered it 
important to be there and they explored 
every means to make it possible. Yet for 
practically everyone there, attending the 
convention meant some sort of sacrifice. 
Those traveling great distances from the 
West Coast had had to leave home be- 
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fore Christmas Day. In their confidence 
that God would reward active faith, 
some had. sent in their registration fees 
before they had any idea of where the 
needed balance would come from In 
Toronto, a number sold their blood in 
order to help pay expenses. Students 
who had a little extra money gave to 
those who still lacked. One college man 
had to hitchhike home after the con- 
vention because he had made it possible 
for a friend to be there. 

These young people came from’ all 
varieties of secular and Christian in 
stitutions of learning and for a variet) 
of reasons. And yet, before the con 
vention was over, with almost no ex- 
ception they were united in their. desire 
to seek God’s will for their lives and to 
do it. 

For some who came as missionary vol- 
unteers it would mean more purposeful 
follow-through on God’s call to them; 
for those who definitely heard and re- 
sponded to that call at the convention, 
it might mean reorganization of school 
courses, even of life plans; for others, 
it would mean a life of prayer and trust 
that God would in time reveal His per- 
fect will with regard to the foreign mis- 
sion field. For all—those called to go, 
those called to stay home, and those yet 
uncertain—it would mean a greater in- 
terest in all the miission fields of the 
world and a deeper concern for the lost 
both at home and abroad, 

Nearly seventy missionaries and 
speakers were present to help these stu- 
dents think clearly about the call of 
God and their response to it. Although 
the backgrounds of the speakers were 
different, there was a noticeable God- 
given unity in their emphasis. Again 
and again the messages brought home 
the fact that the love of Christ within, 
dominating and controlling the life of 
the Christian is the motive for missions; 
over and over the necessity of utter 
obedience to Christ was emphasized as 
the prerequisite to knowing God’s will; 
time after time speakers underlined the 
fact that the only purpose of mission- 
ary activity is to proclaim Christ—any 
other purpose, no matter how humani- 
tarian its motive, falls short of God's 
plan. 

Although the four and one-half days 
were unbelievably crowded, students un- 
complainingly took part with almost 
uniform seriousness of purpose. “That 
was rather a long session,” one student 
was heard to remark to another one aft- 
ernoon, “but it was surely helpful. And 
after all, that’s what I came for.” 

Missionaries and former missionaries 
brought the majority of the main ad- 
dresses: John A, Subhan, bishop of the 
Methodist Church in Southern Asia and 
an Indian national; Dr. Eugene Nida. 
secretary of versions for the American 
Bible Society; Mr. Paul J. Lindell, gen- 
eral director of the World Mission 


Prayer League; Mrs. Ford L. Canfield 
(Continued on page 140) 
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Keeping Abreast of the Tide of Books 


Some of the latest offerings in the fields of Bible study and exposition, Christian biography and fiction, 
Christian practice and methods, missionary adventure, recreation and juvenile reading 


E Reward of Faith in the Life of 
Barclay Fowell Buxton. By B. God- 
frey Buxton, (Lutterworth Press, 
London; may be obtained from Christian 
Literature Crusade, 8864 Germantown 
Ave., Philadelphia 18; $1.65.) Barclay Bux- 
ton was, with Paget Wilkes, the founder 
of the Japan Evangelistic Band. The 
story of his exceptionally fruitful life of 
eighty-six years is well told by one of 
his four sons. The foundation of it was 
time taken each day for personal prayer 
and Bible study, and Mr. Buxton early 
showed that he had a special gift from 
God to unfold the deepest truths of all 
the Scriptures and to lead others into a 
life of joyous victory and service. God- 
frey Buxton speaks of “my father’s em- 
phasis on getting alone quietly with God 
and an open Bible”; and referring to the 
“spiritual enrichment extended to Japa- 
nese missionaries, to heathen and Chris- 
tians, older and younger than himself,” 
he says, “The divine instruments that 
alone made it possible are available for 
us: the Holy Spirit and the Bible.” 

There are delightful chapters on the 
happy, wholesome, all-round life of the 
Buxton family in England and their far- 
flung Christian service as they grew 
older. At the end of nearly every chap- 
ter is a page giving thought-provoking 
“Notes from B. F. B.’s Bible.” One chap- 
ter gives “Letters To His Workers 1894- 
99.” One of these, addressed “To all 
the workers in the Matsuye District,” is 
rich in sound counsel that would be 
valuable for Christian workers any- 
where, 

Barclay Buxton had two principal aims 
in his life: to bring men to Christ, and 
to lead them to be filled with the Spirit, 
so that they in turn might win others 
and build them up in the faith. He did 
believe in the necessity of a special bap- 
tism of the Spirit, but did not believe 
that it was necessary to wait for long 
and agonizing periods of time for this 
blessing, or that it led to sinless per- 
fection or eradication. He believed it 
was always possible for a Christian to 
sin, but that it was not necessary, for 
God has provided a way of sustained 
victory and fellowship through Christ. 

The three sides of Barclay Buxton’s 
nature were well developed. He had a 
splendid physique, was an athlete in 
college, loved wood chopping, and was 
an expert tennis player. He made a 
fine record at Cambridge, and, besides 
serving for many years as a missionary 
in Japan, after he was sixty he was 
for fourteen years the vicar of Holy 
Trinity Church at Tunbridge Wells. He 
was greatly blessed as a conference 
speaker in many lands, and hotably at 





Unless otherwise stated, any of these 
books may be ordered through the 
Times Book Service, 18th and Arch 
Sts., Philadelphia 3. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 10 cents 
additional; and with each order of 
$3 or over, please include 20 cents 
additional for handling costs. 








the Keswick Convention. This is the 
thrilling story of a great man of God 
full of faith and good works, who was 
mightily used of the Spirit until the very 
day of his death, 


The Ministry of Intercession. A Plea 
For More Prayer, By the Rev. Andrew 
Murray, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 316 
Third Ave., Westwood, N. J.. $2.50.) 
Christian people the world over have 
heard of Andrew Murray, who died in 
1917 at his home in Wellington, South 
Africa. We should know more of this 
great servant of God. dear to whose 
heart was the South African General 
Mission. Many years ago this reviewer 
read this author’s book, “With Christ in 
the Schcol of Prayer.” The reading of 
that volume was a milestone in his spir- 
itual progress. Now he rejoices in the 
reading of this companion book and be- 
lieves that another milestone has been 
set. Dr, Murray states two purposes of 
this study. One is to show that Christ 
actually meant prayer to be the great 
power by which the Church shculd do 
its work. The second truth is that inter- 
cession, as distinguished from prayer for 
ourselves, should have a far greater 
place in the Church and in the Chris- 
tian’s life. The author opens a _ prac- 
ticine school and invites all who have 
never taken systematic part in the great 
work of intercession to begin and give 
themselves to it. “In intercession our 
King upon the throne finds His highest 
glory: in it we should find our highest 
glory, too.” From the heart and pen of 
Andrew Murray there flowed more than 
a score of deeply devotional books. Those 
who long for the deepening of the spir- 
itual life should rejoice that there has 
been a new printing of this helpful book. 


Letters to Young Churches. A Trans- 
lation of the New Testament Epistles. 
By J. B. Phillips. (The Macmillan Co., 
New York 11; $2.75.) A fascinating vivid 
Style of writing characterizes the work, 
but the translator in explaining his 
method refers to it as “the translation” 
(or in some cases, “the paraphrase”); 
he says, “When necessary the translator 
should feel free to expand or explain. 
..» He adds that “the projective value 
of this version should lie in its ‘easy-to- 





read’ quality. For close, meticulous 
study, existing modern versions should 
be consulted.” 

The point of view of the author is that 
of a religicus Liberal who approaches 
his work “without holding Fundamental- 
ist views on ‘inspiration.’” The Liberal- 
ism of C. S. Lewis, who writes the in- 
troduction, is of the universalistic nature. 
for he refers to Paul as though his writ- 
ings give us “such warrant as we have 
for hoping that all men will be saved.” 
The translator’s Liberalism is wistfully 
conscious of the value of the genuine 
message of the Bible. He recognizes 
that the actual message of the New Tes. 
tament is not that of modern Liberalism 
Of the New Testament writers, he says, 
“They still speak to us across the cen- 
turies. Perhaps if we believed what 
they believed, we might achieve what 
they achieved.” The point of view of 
the translator being what it is, it is not 
surprising that the sparkling rhetoric is 
extremely erratic in its degrees of ac- 
curacy, 

Some of the passages are rich and lus- 
cious like fresh fruit along the pathway. 
Some passages, however, are very mis- 
leading, for the author honestly misses 
the point, and, feeling at liberty to inter- 
pret, he misinterprets. This is most re- 
grettable, but poison ivy sometimes 
grows in among the blackberries. 


India, Give Me Thine Heart. By Isabel 
L, Pettit, (W. A, Wilde Co., Boston 16: 
$2.50.) Do foreign missions pay? In 
reply, Miss Pettit goes back one hundred 
years for the true story of Subbu Da- 
vid, who with his children and grand- 
children, has given uncounted years of 
Christian service to India. After de- 
scribing the two Hindu ceremonials of 
his childhood, the author follows this 
shy, studious boy through his school days, 
his first spiritual awakening by means 
of a Sunday school card, his first gift of a 
Gospel, and first prayer to God. Then 
came the widowed mother’s reluctant per- 
mission to enter mission school, where 
the boy’s religious nature expanded like 
a flower in the sun. And not even the 
usual forced marriage could blight its 
beauty. But, from the time of his bap- 
tism, David enters a thorny path, as 
the loving mother is changed into a 
shrieking persecutor. Stonings, beat- 
ings, and complete village ostracism. 
however, only fanned the inner flame. 

Graduation and dedication to the min- 
istry brought a new dilemma—the need 
for a Christian wife. Then came news 
of the child bride’s death and the lad 
was free to marry Antoniammal, the joy 
of his life. The two began their vil- 
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lage work with a baby rescue, hence the 
pride was able quickly to break down 
prejudice with her lessons on child care, 
Gradually the work grew under the 
Lord’s blessing, and, through rearing 
their own large family, the two were 
able to establish in many surrounding 
villages Christian groups that continue 
to this day. Death claimed the head 
of this remarkable family in 1901, 

Miss Pettit, who was called to India 
at the age of nine, has been field secre- 
tary for the India United Evangelical 
Mission since 1924, 


How To Have a Family Altar. By Nor- 
man V. Williams. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; 35 cents, paper.) If, as the 
author states, God makes the destinies of 
men and nations dependent, not on 
rulers and kings, but rather on praying 
families, then how important is family 
prayer. Mr. Williams further holds that 
Satan cannot win individuals until he 
has first destroyed the family altars in 
their homes. And to help build these 
altars purposefully, one is enjoined to 
remember that they are the ordained 
means of getting God’s Word into the 
hearts of children, of giving the father 
his rightful place as priest, of including 
Christ in all the family hopes and plans, 
and of providing a time and place for 
that needed daily inner cleansing. How 
to choose such Scriptures that will solve 
present household and personal prob- 
lems and how to suit the wording of 
the service to the needs of younger fam- 
ily members is explained. A warning 
note is added in that parents must ask 
for and take complete victory in their 
own private lives before there can be 
the fullest blessing on their family gath- 
erings. The last chapter spreads before 
the reader “A Divine Blueprint for the 
Christian Home,” as revealed in Ephe- 
sians five and six. The book is one of 
the Moody Colportage Library. 


Life and Lore of the Guatemalan In- 
dian. By Anna M. Van Hook, (Central 
American Mission, 3611 Congress Ave.., 
Dallas 19: 50 cents, paper: 3 copies for 
$1.) Little is known by most Christians 
about the Indians of Central America. 
And so the author, for twenty-seven 
years a missionary among these people, 
has presented an unforgettable picture 
in eight brief chapters packed with vivid 
and interesting information. There is 
the Indian of yesterday, part of the old, 
cultured Maya Empire, and the Indian 
of today, his problems and his religion. 
The chapters on the conversion of In- 
dians and “Changed Indian Lives” are 
thrilling. The author has brought to 
her task excellent literary skill, a wide 
understanding, and a heart stirred to its 
depths by the urgent need to reach this 
people while the door is still open. The 
book is illustrated with many fine photo- 
graphs, and it would provide an excel- 
lent mission study for any group. 

Dr. Darwood. By John D. Frame, Jr., 
M.D, (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.) 
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George Darwood, brilliant and successful 
young surgeon, was restless and dissat- 
isfied with life. He had no use for reli- 
gion, but in his experiences in World War 
I, he became convinced of the reality 
and worth of the Christian faith through 
the testimony of a soldier dying on the 
battlefield, and also through the persua- 
sion of an earnest young Christian doc- 
tor, Albert Jamieson, whom he greatly 
admired. A crippled hand made it im- 
possible for him longer to practice sur- 
gery, but instead of taking the pleasant 
position offered him, he accepted a hum- 
ble wage-earner’s job, and, by choosing 
to live among the people in a neglected 
section of the city, he sought to win 
them to his Christ. When he declared 
himself a Christian, his beautiful, pleas- 
ure-loving wife left him, taking with her 
their idolized little daughter, 

Here is an unusual story of a devoted 
man, seeking in every detail of his life 
to do the will of God. There is plenty 
of action and good characterization, and 
many poignant and dramatic scenes, both 
in France and in the American city 
where he lived. He was never satisfied 
with himself or his achievements, yet 
he won many souls for Christ, and built 
up a strong mission church in a needy 
community. Associated with him in the 
missionary effort was Dr. Jamieson’s 
widow, a winsome and gifted Christian. 
There are many strong and interesting 
characters in the book, not the least be- 
ing Darwood’s daughter, Judith, and 
Mrs, Jamieson’s son. Don. Some will 
question the wisdom of his decision in 
regard to labor unionism, but none can 
doubt the utter sincerity of his purpose. 


The Quest for Serenity. By the Rev. 
G. H. Morling, M.A, (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) 
Many different writers are briefly quoted, 
some with mystical and liberal leanings, 
in these eighty pages. But the autobio- 
graphical testimony of Mr. Morling is 
thoroughly helpful to a Christian who 
may not yet have learned how to have 
victory over worry. Throughout the 
eight chapters the importance of abiding 
faith in Christ is stressed. “By con- 
stantly abiding in Christ, horizons were 
widened for me. At the same time I 
obtained an enlarged, more accurate and 
more experimental view of the third 
Person of the blessed Trinity. From 
the first I had been moved to wonder 
at the ineffable mystery of the Trinity, 
which reaches its climax in the fact of 
the Holy Spirit. It is much that God the 
Father is above me: it is more that God 
the Son is for me; it is still more that 
God the Holy Spirit is within me.” 


Harvest Festivals. Old Testament 
Feasts Types of New Testament Truths. 
By H. K. Downie. (Loizeaux Bros., New 
York 10; $2.25.) Many others have writ- 
ten on this theme, but rarely has this 
reviewer seen a richer or more spiritual 
analysis of these great Hebrew festivals 
and their antitype fulfillment in the Lord 


Jesus Christ. These one hundred and 
eighty pages reveal much of prophetic 
truth not frequently explained, and this 
Bible teacher from Scotland has cer- 
tainly enriched our understanding of the 
past, present, and future significance of 
the seven great feasts of Leviticus 23. 
The first four relating to Israel’s past 
are covered in one chapter each. But 
the last three feasts, which still have 
future significance, are amplified by two 
or three chapters each. A most stimu- 
lating study! 


Signs of the Times. By M. R. DeHaan, 
M.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $2.) The popular teacher 
of the Radio Bible Class presents here a 
series of his radio messages. As the title 
indicates, prophetic subjects are dealt 
with. There are twenty-four brief, Bib- 
lical sermons. The certainty and the 
importance of Christ’s return, the sign 
of the Jew, the sign of Russia, the re- 
vival of the Roman Empire, are some 
of the timely and interesting subjects 
discussed. Scripture is abundantly 
quoted throughout. But there is much 
overlapping of material, for the author 
reviews in each message what has been 
given previously. Perhaps this did not 
bother the radio audiences, but the repe- 
tition in print makes one wish that there 
had been some cutting done. However, 
there is much that is of value, and it is 
told in simple language and with sin- 
cere conviction. Dr, DeHaan’s point of 
view is premillennial and pretribulation. 
For that he is to be commended. The 
book should be useful to new converts 
and to older believers who have some- 
how missed being taught in the doctrine 
of future events, 


The Second Person. By Lehman 
Strauss. (Loizeaux Bros., New York 10; 
$2.25.) “He sought to see Jesus who he 
was”—thus Luke (19:3) describes Zac- 
chzus’ motive for climbing the sycamore 
tree. Lehman Strauss had the same 
motive in preaching these sermons, for 
the world ever needs to “see Jesus who 
he was” and what He can do for the 
shortcomings and failures of men. The 
reader may not always approve of the 
author’s acrostic chapter titles, feeling 
that they are sometimes forced. How- 
ever, busy Christians will find in this 
book 173 pages of rewarding study of 
the Word of God as it unfolds a dynamic 
portrait of the eternal Son of God. And 
what is more, the reader cannot fail 
to understand what Christ can and must 
do for man in his sin, 


America’s Hour of Decision (Including 
a Life Story of Billy Graham), (Pub- 
lished by Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, 
Ill., $2.) Without question, the fire of 
revivalism burns in these pages. The 
circulation of this book should do much 
toward the further spread of revival. 
Included is a biographical sketch of 
Billy Graham, moving accounts of the 


(Continued on page 152) 
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The Third 1.V.C.F. Missionary 
Convention 
(Continued from page 137) 


of the China Inland Mission; the Rev. 
H. Wilbert Norton, missionary to Bel- 
gian Congo under the Evangelical Free 
Church; Dr. T, Stanley Soltau, pioneer 
missionary to Korea, now a Memphis 
pastor; and the Rev. David H. Adeney of 
the China Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, now on the staff of the U. S. 
I.V.C.F. Dr. Northcote Deck, pioneer 
missionary to the Solomon Islands, 
brought the morning devotional talks 
throughout the convention. The con- 
vention director was the Rev. Wesley L. 
Gustafson, former missionary to China 
under the Evangelical Free Church. 

Other missionaries presented the con- 
ditions and needs of the major mission 
fields in the area surveys, followed the 
next day by a presentation of the oppor- 
tunities on today’s mission fields for pro- 
claiming Christ through various means, 
in the functional surveys. 

Evidence that the students were apply- 
ing these messages to their daily lives 
was seen in the “dorm” prayer meetings 
every night, where small groups gath- 
ered together, before retiring, to discuss 
the day’s program and to talk and pray 
together about their individual prob- 
lems of knowing and obeying God’s will. 

One of the most significant messages 
was Dr. Soltau’s on the indigenous 
church. The indigenous principle, new 
to many, is nevertheless basic to the 
future of missions in almost every part 
of the world. Briefly described, it is the 
principle whereby missionaries, rather 
than carry on themselves with the local 
Christian work in the areas they have 
evangelized, train national and native 
Christians as soon as possible to take 
over the leadership of their church as 
well as the initiative in evangelizing 
their neighbors. The three “selfs”— 
self-government, self-support, and self- 
propagation—have been listed as the 
main factors in the indigenous principle, 
Under it, foreign funds are never used 
to support national teachers and evange- 
lists, nor to build their churches, nor 
to support a missionary as pastor of a 
local church. The testimony for Jesus 
Christ, which by God’s help the mission- 
ary has established, must take firm root, 
becoming native, or indigenous, to its 
new soil. 

Therefore the function of the mission- 
ary is essentially that of a good parent: 
he stays with his children, helping, train- 
ing, encouraging them until they are 
mature adults, independent of him, able 
to take their places in the world of so- 
ciety. The good parent does not seek 
to make his children forever dependent 
on him for material and moral support. 
And the wise missionary likewise looks 
forward to the day when his spiritual 
children are able to get along without 
him. Paul, the first missionary, carried 
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on his great program in Asia Minor with 
the indigenous principle firmly in mind, 
as a careful reading of Acts and the 
church Epistles will show. 

In a day when the spirit of nationalism 
is rampant, when once-subjugated peo- 
ples are trying out their newly discov- 
ered independence, and when doors of 
missionary opportunity have banged 
firmly shut as a result, it is increasingly 
important that missionaries and mission- 
ary candidates proceed to their work 
with a clear, realistic conception of their 
job. Then when missionaries are forced 
to leave a field as they were forced to 
leave China this last year, the indigenous 
church of Jesus Christ, by the force of 
its very nature, continues to carry on, 

Dr. Soltau saw this principle illus- 
trated in Korea, where he had visited just 
before the convention. He reported Ko- 
rean Christians—many of them now im- 
poverished refugees without homes— 
standing firm in the Lord. In their ex- 
tremity, they are learning new lessons 
of trust, are finding new courage, and 
are daily witnessing to the power of 
Jesus Christ in their lives, 

The spirit of sacrifice that has char- 
acterized the Korean Christians was in 
a measure present among students at the 
convention. This was seen in the offer- 
ing they presented to the Lord for work 
among students in foreign lands, specif- 
ically for the national student move- 
ments—smal]l and still in their infancy— 
which are either co-operating or affil- 
iated with the International Fellowship 
of Evangelical Students (the interna- 
tional organization of Inter-Varsity). 
The total amount in cash and pledges 
was over $9,300. 

Missionaries were called upon at the 
convention to give liberally of informa- 
tion and counsel. Every afternoon from 
four to five, students thronged the gym- 
nasium in Bevier Hall, where display 
tables had been set up with literature 
and pictures of the work being carried 
on by the individual mission boards 
represented. This was where specific 
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information was given, and where inter- 
ested students made their appointments 
to have private consultations during 
other free periods. On the final day, 
the entire convention body divided up 
into smaller discussion groups, first, ac- 
cording to functions, and then, according 
to areas. These were presided over by 
missionary panels which answered spe- 
cific questions asked by the students 
relating to the particular field or func- 
tion, 

But the missionaries not only gave. 
At convention’s end, several told what 


(Continued on page 149) 














Next Summer's 
Christian Fellowship Tour 


HE ship for the Christian Fellowship 
Cruise this year is the S.S. Chilcotin. 
She was christened and established in 
Alaskan service in 1947, and used for 
THe Sunpay ScuHoot Trmes cruise in 
1949. The Chilcotin was found to be 
ideally suited to the needs of the tour: 
just the right size for a congenial group 
—106 persons with every stateroom oc- 
cupied; 252 feet long, streamlined, and 
air-conditioned throughout; the main 
lounge is tastefully furnished and pan- 
eled in mahogany; the observation room, 
on the upper deck, is large, and the 
windows afford views of scenery all the 
way along the Inside Passage; the din- 
ng salon is well-appointed, and the meals 
are good; staterooms have bleached 
oak woodwork, excellent beds, and 
generally accommodate two guests each. 
The party charters the entire ship. 
When the Christian Fellowship Tour 
party boards the Chilcotin at Vancouver 
on July 21, everyone will be impressed 
by the cordiality and efficiency of the 
Canadian officers and crew, and the 
compactness, neatness, and charm of the 
ship, their home for ten relaxing days. 
The Alaska portion of the trip starts 


(Continued on page 149) 
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S. S. Chileotin, on which the Christian Fellowship party will journey this summer along the 
Inside Passage to Alaska. 
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Lesson for March 2 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. MARCH 2. 


“OUR BELOVED BARNABAS” 


Acts 4:32-37; 9.20-27; 11:19-30; 13:1-4; 14:8-15,; 15:1-6, 22-39; 
printed text, Acts 4:36, 37; 9:26, 27; 11:19-26; 13:1-3 
Golden Text.—He was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith— Acts 11:24 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 4:36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed 
Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of cconso- 
lation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 

37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it 
at the apostles’ feet. 

Chap. 9:26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he 
assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all 
afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 

27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, 
and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the 
way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had 
preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 

Chap. 11:19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon 
the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far 
as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word 


23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord. 

24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. 

25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 

26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto 
Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they 
assembled themselves with the church, and taught much 
people. And the disciples were called Christians first in 
Antiech, 

Chap. 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at 
Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and 
Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 





to none but unto the Jews only. 


20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, 
which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the 


Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. 


21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great 
number believed, and turned unto the Lord. 

22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the 
church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barna- 
bas, that he should go as far as Antioch, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HERE is no richer study for mind 
[ina heart than biography. This is 

just as true of Bible biography as 
of.any other, and. even more so. Here 
doctrine is incarnated in flesh and blood, 
teaching becomes alive in human per- 
sonality, and we see divine principles in 
operation in chosen vessels. A series 
of biographical sermons has always, in 
my own experience, stirred real interest 
and awakened hearty response, and such 
volumes of biographical studies as Alex- 
ander Whyte’s “Bible Characters”! are 
a storehouse of good things. 

The so-called lesser characters of the 
Bible are just as important as the major 
personalities. Indeed, for a single les- 
son or sermon they are more easily 
handled, for we are not embarrassed by 
such a weight of material as in such 
cases as Abraham, Moses, and Paul. The 
teacher ought certainly to track down 
every reference to Barnabas in the prep- 
aration of the present lesson, build his 
own story, seek to discover the ruling 
principle running through all the in- 
cidents related about him, and then read 





1Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $15 per 6 vol. set. 


and Saul. 


2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them. 

3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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some good study by a master such as 
Alexander Whyte, already mentioned. 

“Barnabas” was really a nickname, 
but a very splendid one, given him by 
the apostles in recognition of his value 
as an encourager of the church. The 
Hebrew form means “son of prophecy,” 
but the interpretation in Acts 4:36 re- 
lates it to the name which our Lord 
gave the Holy Spirit—the Comforter. 
Barnabas had the gift of exhorting and 
encouraging others, and the apostles 
named him accordingly. Strangely 
enough, the pet name quite superseded 
his real name, Joseph. Happy is the 
church that has a Barnabas on its offi- 
cial board. 

Verse by Verse 

Acts 4:36.—“Joses . . . Barnabas ... 
of Cyprus.” “Joses” is the same as 
“Joseph.” “Barnabas” means “son of 
prophecy,” but the Greek interpretation 
emphasizes the thought of encourage- 
ment. Barnabas was of the priestly 
tribe of Levi. Cyprus, an island in the 
Mediterranean, was rich in produce. 
Landowners in Cyprus were generally 
wealthy men. 

Verse 37.—“Sold it, and brought the 
money.” Quite in line with what was 
being done in the church (vs. 34, 35), 
but Barnabas’ action was specially mag- 
nanimous. The young church found it- 
self in need of a big benevolence fund. 


Chap. 9:26.—“Saul , . . assayed to join 


himself to the disciples: but they were 
all afraid.” The dread persecutor’s sud- 
den change of attitude was regarded as 
a ruse to gather more _ information 
against them, so they held him at a dis- 
tance, just as Calvin and the Genevans 
put the Marquis of Vico under police 
supervision when he came to them for 
refuge from Rome. 

Verse 27.—“But Barnabas , . . brought 
him to the apostles.” The same mag- 
nanimous spirit, but this time champion- 
ing a suspected believer. Actually Bar- 
nabas stood surety for Saul’s sincerity, 
and argued his right to full fellowship, 

Chap. 11:19.—“Now they which were 
scattered abroad, .. . preaching , . . the 
Jews only.” See chapter 8:1, 4. Perse- 
cution was God’s instrument in scatter- 
ing the seed, but the sowers were un- 
acquainted with what is related in 
chapter 10, nor had they learned the 
truth of chapter 11:18, 

Verse 20.—“Men of Cyprus and Cyrene, 

. come to Antioch, spake unto the 
Grecians.” They were Hellenistic Jews, 
like Paul, and men whose wider sym- 
pathies broke through the exclusiveness 
of the Palestinian Jews. They dared the 
great experiment, lacking any authority 
save the inward pressure of the Spirit. 

Verse 21.—“The hand of the Lord... 
a great number.” The Greek of this 
verse is full of excitement, These pioneers 
found that God was with them beyond 
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their best hopes, till, inexperienced in 
matters ecclesiastical, they found them- 
selves with a newborn church, and a 
Gentile one at that, upon their hands. 

Verse 22.—“They sent forth Barnabas.’ 
A wise choice. A man of magnanimous 
spirit was needed to handle such a situa- 
tion. God’s man is always the right man 
for any case. 

Verse 23.—“Came, and had seen the 
grace of God, was glad, and exhorted.” 
An exclusivist would have seen a move- 
ment completely out of order, and killed 
it. The man of grace saw the work of 
grace, and rejoiced. The word “ex- 
horted” is the same as “encouraged.” 
Barnabas was living up to his new name. 

Verse 24—‘“A good man, and full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith.” See Ro- 
mans 5:7. Barnabas added kindliness 
to righteousness, and when his kindly 
disposition was sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit, and exercised in the way of faith, 
it is no wonder that “much people was 
added unto the Lord.” 

Verse 25.—“To Tarsus, for to seek 
Saul.” See chapter 9:29, 30. Barnabas 
realized how well fitted was Saul for the 
work at Antioch, and coveted the best 
for that infant church. No jealousy 
here! 

Verse 26.—“A whole year they assem- 
bled .. . called Christians first in Anti- 
och.” What a rich year, with such a 
plurality of eldership! The manner in 
which these disciples in Antioch pro- 
claimed Christ and lived for Him is 
reflected in the name given them— 
Christians. 

Chap. 13: 1.—“Prophets and teachers; as 
Barnabas .. . and Saul.” There was a 
wealth of ministry in the church at An- 


’ 


tioch. Notice the senior position of 
Barnabas, and the junior position of 
Saul. 


Verse 2—“The Holy Ghost said, Sep- 
arate me Barnabas and Saul.” This 
prayer meeting was the birthplace of 
world missions. When ministers give 
themselves to prayer, big movements be- 
gin to take shape. The Holy Spirit 
speaks! 

Verse 3.—‘And when they had fasted 
and prayed, and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away.” Here was 
a missionary commissioning _ service, 
which the missionaries would not forget. 
There was extended prayer, necessitat- 
ing a fast; a form of ordination; and an 
act of “locsing” the two from local duties 
in view of the new call. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“He was a good man,” says the Word 
of God about Barnabas (Acts 11:24). 
We remember that when the rich young 
ruler called Jesus “good,” our Lord re- 
minded him that such a description fit- 
ted only one, namely, God. In the abso- 
lute sense, that is certainly true, yet 
men apply the epithet to such of their 
fellow sinners as manifest a degree of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. February 24.—Peter, James, and 
John. Mark 9:2; 10:35-45; 14:32-42; 
Luke 8:41, 42, 49-56; 9:28-36; Acts 4:13-22 


Next Week’s Lesson 
10. March 9.—Paul, A Prisoner for 
Christ. Acts 20:17-27; 22:3-29; 2 
Corinthians 11:24-33; Philip- 
pians 3:4b-17 








uprightness and kindliness. I have no 
doubt that, even before his conversion 
to Christ, Barnabas (or Joseph, as he 
was then known) passed for a good man 
among all who knew him, and that many 
had benefited from his generosity. But 
when this Levite of Cyprus was joined 
to the Lord Jesus, and became “full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith,” his good- 
ness was something more than a natu- 
rally kindly disposition, but was “the 
fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22),-a very 
bit of the goodness of God established 
in the heart of a redeemed man. 

The whole story of Barnabas, as we 
have it in the Acts, is but a series of 
exhibits of this goodness of God in a 
man. You could always depend on Bar- 
nabas to do the helpful thing, to stand 
by the one in need, and to show the 
grace of God. If the infant church 
needed its treasury replenished to meet 
the needs of its poor members, Barna- 
bas was ready to sell a valuable piece of 
property and turn in the proceeds (chap. 
4:36, 37). A new convert, whose past 
record of bitter persecution of the church 
made al] the saints in Jerusalem sus- 
picious of his motives, found a ready 
champicn in Barnabas (chap. 9:26-28). 
A new departure in Gospel work, which 
would have been frowned upon by strict 
adherents of Jewish order, won the im- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
O WHAT tribe did (1) Barnabas, (2) 
Paul, belong? 

2. Why did the apostles 
Joseph’s name to Barnabas? 

3. Was Barnabas an apostle? 

4. How was Barnabas related to (1) 
Paul, (2) John Mark? 

5. How many preaching tours did Bar- 
nabas have in his own country? 

6. Why was community of goods dis- 
continued in the church? 

7. Into what two spheres of church 
life did Barnabas introduce Paul? 
(Saul.) 

8. What was notable about the church 
in Antioch? 

9. What great movement sprang from 
a prayer meeting of the ministers at 
Antioch? 

10. How were (1) Paul, (2) Barnabas, 
vindicated in their dispute over John 
Mark? 


change 


(Answers on page 148) 
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mediate support of Barnabas, who, 
knowing so much of the grace of God 
himself, quickly recognized its opera- 
tion in the new sphere (chap, 11:22, 23). 
This same magnanimcus spirit thought 
of Saul, the promising young convert 
in semiretirement in Tarsus, and cov- 
eted his gifts for this Gentile work in 
Antioch (chap. 11:25, 26). The same 
goodness enabled him to recognize the 
superior gifts of his younger protégé, 
and to yield to him the place of leader- 
ship without jealousy or rancor (chap. 
13:2, 13); and even his fierce dispute 
with Paul was in defense of a youthful 
failure whom Barnabas felt ought to 
have another chance (chap, 15:37-39). 
Whether by word or by deed, Barnabas 
was a true “son of encouragement.” May 
his tribe increase! 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Grace toward a needy society (Acts 
4:36, 37). 

2. Grace toward a suspected newcomer 
(chap. 9: 26-28). 

3. Grace toward a novel departure (chap. 
11: 19-24). 

4. Grace toward a hidden servant 
25, 26). 

5. Grace toward a superior junior (chap, 
13:2, 13). 

6. Grace toward a youthful failure (chap. 
15: 37-39). 


(vs. 


Topics for Development 
Financing the Church. Most churches 
today have a Benevolence Fund, used 
to alleviate the needs of the poor of the 
congregation. In the early days of the 
church in Jerusalem, that was their only 
fund. The believers regarded them- 
selves as a separate community, a fam- 
ily apart. They shared a common sal- 
vation, a common life, a common hope, 
and common trials. It was only natural 
that they should recognize their respon- 
sibility for one another’s material wel- 
fare. Hence the common treasury (Acts 
2:44, 45; 4:32). From this arose the 
practice of selling real estate, and turn- 
ing the proceeds into the church (chap. 
4:34, 35). Now all this was perfectly 
voluntary (chap. 5:4); it was practiced 
to meet a specific situation created by 
the new society, and it lent itself to 
abuses (chap. 5:1-10). By no means 
is it suggested that community of goods 
is to be the rule of the church, but a 
great principle abides: we cannot live 
to ourselves. but must recognize our 
responsibility for the good of others, 
and material wealth is a stewardship 
committed to us on behalf of the needy 
The adoption of this principle would 
solve the problem of church budgets. 
Who was right? Paul and Barnabas 
had a quarrel over John Mark (chap. 
15:36-41), and there has been many an 
argument since over the issue. Who 
was right? I think both were right. 
Paul considered the work, and Barnabas 
considered the man. I am not sure that 
Mark.was yet ready for the rigors of 
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Lesson for March : 2 


a Pauline campaign, and I am certain 
that Paul was not the man to develop 
a timid soul like Mark. Yet Barnabas 
did a noble thing in standing by his 
young cousin. He saw the youth’s fine 
qualities, and believed that, with help 
and encouragement, he could make good, 
And he did, even Paul being witness (2 
Tim, 4:11). Had Paul yielded, that mis- 
sionary journey might have been frus- 
trated, but had Barnabas yielded, we 
might not have the Gospel according to 
St. Mark, the Gospel of the Servant, 


Personal Applications 

If you were given a nickname descrip- 
tive of your real character, would you 
be proud of it? 

Which do you value more—your real 
estate here or your mansion above? 

Do you make it easy for great sinners 
to join the fellowship of the saints? 

Have you enough of the grace of God 
to recognize the grace of God in a work 
in which you have had no part? 

If you cannot reach the top, you can 
lend your shoulders for another to climb, 


Golden Text 
Acts 11:24.—“Full of the Holy Ghost 
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and of faith.” See also chapters 6:3 
and 10:38. Notice the three companions 
of the Holy Spirit—faith, wisdom, power. 
If these are present in the life, we know 
the Holy Spirit is there. He brings His 
company with Him, 
WHEATON, ILL, 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTep HyMNS 
“We’re Marching to Zion” 
“Help Somebody Today” 
“Living for Jesus” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Lord, whose kindness gives us 
Thy Day, Thy Book, and Thy salvation, 
bless all who use this day to study Thy 
Word and to offer Thy salvation to men. 
Through them may Thy Spirit turn sin- 
ners to the Saviour, and give new 
strength to Christians to walk in Thy 
ways. To our teachers give insight and 
help in setting forth Thy Word. To us 
who listen give earnest attentiveness 
and ready obedience to the truth. For- 
give our selfishness and all our way- 

















| “Bemabas--having’ land, sold it, and brouh the | 
MONEY, and LAID ITAT THE APOSTLES foot?2[s532) 


“THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL BROUGHT A WILLING OFFERING UNTO THE 
LORD, EVERY MAN AND WOMAN, WHOSE-HEART- MADE THEM WILLING? 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
churches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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wardness. Renew aright spirit within 
us. Make us large-hearted, understand- 
ing, and kind. Give us wisdom and 
strength to serve the need of others. 
Grant recovery to the fallen, health to 
the sick, light to the perplexed, strength 
to the tempted, relief to the tried. May 
all men cease to do evil and learn to do 
well, and may the glorious reign of our 
Saviour soon come, Hear us for His sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Not long before he 
died, a man worth millions said this: 
“I have no pleasure in life except to 
make money, and I have no use for it 
when I have made it except to use it 
to make more. And when I die not a 
soul will be sorry.” After his death 
someone wrote: “What he said was true. 





Be SERVING YOUR sa¥ou%, 


He never made a friend.” Barnabas 
might have been like that, for he first 
appears in Acts as a man of wealth. 
Like the millionaire, Barnabas might 
have lived only for money. Instead, he 
turned his fortune over to the apostles 
and spent the rest of his life living for 
others. 

When the Church knew not what to 
make of Saul’s reputed conversion, and the 
new convert needed a friend to welcome 
him into the Christian circle, big-hearted 
Barnabas was right there to smooth the 
way for Saul. When the Church won- 
dered what to do about Gentiles turn- 
ing to Christ at Antioch, Barnabas 
recognized the genuineness of the 
conversions and helped along the work 
Barnabas, too, was the one who launched 
Paul on his great career as the Apostle 
to the Gentiles. Even when he parted 
from Paul through a difference over 
John Mark, it was because this Mr. Great- 
heart felt he must give young John Mark 
a chance to make good, as he did. 

Barnabas would agree with the old 
lady who said: “There’s one thing you 
never tire of, and that’s doing things for 
other folk. There is one thing you never 
have enough of, and that’s making other 
people happy.” But Barnabas would 
have added that the secret of never 
tiring in serving others is to do all for 
the sake of the dear Lord Jesus. Every 
sacrifice Barnabas made, every kindness 
he did was done because Christ had this 
man’s heart. Though it showed itself 
in living for others, the real secret of 
the life of Barnabas, the Greatheart, was 
“living for Jesus.” 

Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
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People have acquired power and pos- 
session faster than they have developed 
spiritual power properly to use and en- 
joy them.—Roger W. Babson. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Barnabas, (which is, being inter- 
preted, The son of consolation)” (Acts 
4:36) .—Conditions in the world and in 
the church at large are such that there 
is a crying need for the ministry of 
comfort and consolation. Our God is 
the “Father of mercies, and the God 
of all comfort.” The Holy Spirit is 
given to believers as a Comforter. Things 
“written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have 
hope” (Rom, 15:4). 

A child stood in need of a serious 
surgical operation. The sympathetic 
doctor said to the father: “That child 
won't live through this operation unless 
you encourage him. Go in and talk to 
him.” The father went in and talked 
feelingly to him and asked him if he 
would go through with it. The child 
looked very pale, thought for a moment, 
and said, “Yes, Father, if you will hold 
my hand, I will.” The father gladly 
held his hand, and saw him safely 
through the operation. It is amazing 
what Christians will be willing to un- 
dergo, if there is a Barnabas, a son of 
consolation, to take them by the hand 
and speak comfortably to them, 

Reproof and rebuke are sometimes 
necessary, but on the whole the Lord’s 
word to His messengers is, “Comfort 
ye, comfort ye my people.” One dear 
servant of the Lord, when about to de- 
part this life, said, “If I had my life 
to live over again, I would make my 
ministry a ministry of comfort.” 

“They were all afraid of him [Saull, 
and believed not that he was a disciple” 
(Acts 9:26).—It is easy to understand 
why the disciples at Jerusalem were 
afraid of Saul and questioned the real- 
ity of his profession of faith in Christ. 
Jerusalem was the city from which he 
secured letters from the high priest 
authorizing him to bind believers and 
bring them from Damascus to Jerusalem. 
They knew that he punished them oft 
in every synagogue, but they did not 
know that the Lord had miraculously 
stopped him on his wild career. 

They evidently suspicioned him as a 
pretender eager to learn their names and 
report them to the chief priests. 

We read recently where the Reds in 
China prepared young men to go with 
hymnbooks and Testaments into the 
midst of Christians to learn the names 
of leaders and followers and turn them 
over to the authorities. 

“But Barnabas took him, and brought 
him to the apostles” (Acts 9:27) —Bar- 
nabas knew of the Lord’s dealings with 
Saul, and of Saul’s courageous preach- 
ing of the faith which formerly he en- 
deavored to destroy. The apostles had 


confidence in Barnabas, and received 
Saul on the strength of his commenda- 
tion, 
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Gordon M., Torgersen says: “Until re- 
cently the family had attended a Meth- 
odist church, but now they have be- 
come Baptists. One night as my five- 
and seven-year-old nephews were saying 
their prayers, the younger one used the 
word ‘trespasses’ in the Lord’s Prayer. 
The older one in the upper bunk inter- 
rupted him: ‘That’s wrong. You’re 
saying it the old Methodist way.’ ‘What 
do you mean?’ asked the five-year-old. 
‘Why, you should pray it the new Bap- 
tist way—it’s supposed to be, ‘Forgive 
us our debts as we forgive those who 
are dead against us.’” The apostles and 
disciples forgave Saul, who certainly 
had been “dead against them”—on the 
commendation of our beloved Barnabas. 


“Preaching the word to none but unto 
the Jews only” (Acts 11:19).—The Jews 
were God's earthly people (Deut, 7:6); 
they had priority over all other nations. 
The Apostle Paul said, “It was necessary 
that the word of God should first have 
been spoken to you.” We thank God 
for all the Jews who have believed the 
Gospel of Christ, and we praise Him for 
all the preaching of the Word, which 
is still done among them. 

The apostle went on to say, “But see- 
ing ye put it from you, and judge your- 
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, 
we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46). 
The time had come for Christ to be “a 
light of the Gentiles,” and “salvation 
unto the ends of the earth.” The Lord 
be praised for all who have gone forth 
to make Christ known to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. 

At the time of writing, a missionary 
friend of mine is a prisoner in Red 
China. He has been charged with mur- 
der and has been sentenced to die be- 
cause some children who were brought 
to his dispensary in the last stages of 
disease died under his caré. There is 
much need of prayer for laborers al- 
ready in the harvest field—they are 
facing exceedingly desperate conditions. 

“Exhorted them all, that with pur- 
pose of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord”: (Acts 11:23).—Purpose of heart 
—which characterized Barnabas—is an 
essential to development in the Chris- 
tian life. The Apostle Paul knew this, 
and could say: “This one thing I do” 
(Phil. 3:13). The Psalmist said, “One 
thing have I desired of the Lord, that 
will I seek after” (Psa, 27:4). The 
prophet “Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself” (Dan. 
1:8). 

I heard one woman say of another, 
“Her whole purpose in life is to be phys- 
ically comfortable.” I read of one man 
who said: “Every man has some chief 
object which he wishes to accomplish; 
why should I not have mine? I will 
choose such a one as no mortal ever 
chose before. I will get a cup and ball, 
and I will catch the ball 666,666 times.” 
And he actually carried out his intention 
before he died! 
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“Silly,” you say. Certainly, it was; 
but what about your purpose in life— 
and mine? A purpose can be frivolous 
or noble. If Christians, our purpose 
should be worthy of Him who died for 
us, and lives for us, and is coming to 
receive us to Himself, 

That was a grand action of old Jerome, 
who said to his large congregation: “Now 
it is of necessity that the New Testa- 
ment should be translated; you must find 
another preacher. I am bound for the 
wilderness and shall not return until 
my task is finished.” Away he went 
with his manuscripts, and prayed and 
labored and produced a work—the Latin 
Vulgate—which will last as long as the 
world stands. ° 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let’s get acquainted with 

Barnabas, a real fellow. Barnabas 
was of the kind that is always standing 
up for somebody or standing by some- 
body. You could hardly fail to like 
Barnabas. He had a fine spirit—a great 
big heart. You will note in the title to 
this lesson he is called “Our Beloved 
Barnabas.” That is the way James, the 
head of the council, named him when 
sending a letter by him and Paul to the 
Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia 
(Acts 15:25). What a sweet introduction! 
The meaning of his name is “son of con- 
solation.” 

He befriended Paul when Paul most 
needed a friend. The Christian leaders 
did not believe that Paul’s conversion 
was genuine and were unwilling to re- 
ceive him into their companionship, un- 
til Barnabas went before them and 
pleaded for him. And, later, when Paul 
wanted to exclude John Mark from their 
second missionary tour because John 
Mark had turned back on the former 
tour, Barnabas pleaded to give John 
Mark another trial, finally taking him 
on a separate journey in which John 
Mark made good and Paul was later fully 
reconciled to him. 

Sometimes you meet people like Bar- 
nabas, but they are comparatively rare. 
They are always looking for the best in 
you and seem to find it, and you are 
usually at your best in their company. 
I think we all enjoy being at our best; 
it gives us a peculiar thrill. And here's 
another interesting thing: when you are 
looking for something good in a fellow, 
he seems to sense it and the good comes 
to the surface; right then you are being 
at your best, too, and you both get a 
thrill. 

Dr. J. A. Robertson of Aberdeen Uni- 
versity, in his “Romance of the New 
Testament,” makes an interesting sugges- 
tion about Barnabas. He thinks it is 
possible that Barnabas was that “rich 
young ruler” who came to Jesus asking 
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what he might do to inherit eternal life; 
and you remember when our Lord ‘told 
him to go sell all he had, give the money 
to the poor, and come follow Him, the 
young man “was very sorrowful, for he 
was very rich.” The rich young man 
must have been very miserable for the 
rest of his life if he did not finally sur- 
render all to Jesus. You will notice in 
the last two verses of the fourth chap- 
ter of Acts it is stated that “Barnabas, 
_, . a Levite, and of the country of 
Cyprus, having land, sold it, and brought 
the money, and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet.” The theory is that the rich young 
ruler, after seeing our Lord’s victorious 
death on the cross and His triumphant 
resurrection, was convinced that Jesus 
of Nazareth was really the Messiah of 
prophecy, the Saviour of the world, and 
surrendered himself along with his 
wealth, for life service to his Master. 
Of course this cannot be proved, but it 
is a gracious possibility. We do know 
that such surrenders have taken place, 
following honest doubt, and that they 
may continue to take place. The con- 
duct of Barnabas as we know him is 
in keeping with such a surrender. 

I wish I had a dozen Barnabases in my 
church, or a half dozen, or even two. 
They are the Barnabases who, forgetful 
of self, are continually helping for 
Christ’s sake. It is Barnabas who puts 
Christian service in first place, who es- 
teems others better than himself, who 
never falters before an extra task or 
the opportunity to defend a just cause. 
It is Barnabas who is willing to go the 
second mile, and does it, 

FonTANA Dam, N. C. 


% 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OR the last eight weeks we have 

been learning about “Early Followers 
of Jesus.” All of the people we have 
been considering until today knew Jesus 
when He was here on this earth, 

Today we are going to study about 
Barnabas. As far as we can tell, he 
did not know the Lord till after His 
resurrection and ascensicn. Most likely 
he was living on the island of Cyprus 
while the Lord Jesus was performing 
miracles in the land of Palestine. Bar- 
Nabas may have been one of the Jews 
who was converted on the day of Pente- 
cost. At any rate many Jews went to 
Jerusalem for the Passover and then 
stayed till the “Feast of Weeks,” fifty 
days later. (See Lev. 23.) It was on 
that day, since called Pentecost, that 
the Holy Spirit came down, and three 
thousand Jews were saved. Barnabas 
was a Levite, and Acts 2:6 tells us that 
there were devout Jews in Jerusalem at 
the time of Pentecost, from “every na- 
tion under heaven.” 


Although we do not know that Bar- 
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nabas was converted on the day of Pen- 
tecost, we believe that he was converted 
about that time, for we read of him in 
Acts 4, giving happy evidence of his 
salvation. 

Today we have seven short passages 
about him to read. And in every one 
you will find Barnabas doing something 
that all of us should do. Here is a slip 
of paper with a reference for each of 
you. After each girl reads her verses, 
we will discuss what Barnabas was do- 
ing at that time, which is an example 
to us. 

Number 1.—Acts 4:36, 37. Barnabas 
was giving his money to the Lord. Giv- 
ing is a better measure of love than 
talking. The amount we give for the 
Lord's work compared with the amount 
we use for our own comforts and pleas- 
ures is a fair indication of our love for 
the Lord. It has been said that if a 
than’s religion does not reach as far as 
his pocketbook, it has certainly never 
reached his heart. And that is just as 
true for:a girl. If we really love the 
Lordy we will surely want to give Him 
something. Barnabas sold his land, and 
brought the whole amount of money he 
received for it to the apostles to use 
for the Lord’s work, 

Number 2.—Acts 9:26, 27. Here we 
find Barnabas befriending another be- 
liever. The other Christians were sus- 
picious of Paul, but Barnabas listened to 
his story, saw that it was genuine, and 
convinced the others. That was being 
a true friend. I knew two girls who 
were constantly together, and I supposed 
that they were very close friends. But 
on one occasion one of them attended 
“The Stitch and Chatter Club” when the 
other was absent. Some unkind remarks 
were made about the absent girl. Her 
friend said nothing at all. When I heard 
about it, I asked that girl why she did 
not speak up for her friend. She an- 
swered, “Oh, I was afraid they would 
pull me to pieces next!” That girl was 
not a true friend But Barnabas was 
not like that. He did not say, “I bet- 
ter not befriend Paul, it might lessen 
my popularity.” No, he used his influ- 
ence to help Paul. 

Number 3.—Acts 11:19-26. Here we 
find Barnabas encouraging the other be- 
lievers, They were Gentile Christians, 
and you know the Jews did not like the 
Gentiles. Yet born-again Barnabas did 
love them, and encouraged them in the 
Lord. Loving and helping all believers, 
regardless of their nationality, or any 
other difference, is another mark of the 
true Christian. 

Number 4.—Acts 13:1-3. Here Barnabas 
is sent out by the church at Antioch 
to witness for Christ in other places. 
Notice he was sent at the Lord’s com- 
mand. We find Barnabas doing the work 
to which God had called him. Are we? 
Remember that God has chosen every 
one of us to do certain good works which 
He planned for us before we were ever 
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born. See Ephesians 2:10. Are we find. 
ing them, and doing them as Barnabas 
did? 

Number 5.—Acts 14:8-15. Barnabas 
and Paul were doing God’s work, The 
people at Lystra tried to give them the 
glory, instead of giving it to God. But 
Barnabas and Paul ran in among them 
tearing their clothes (a sign of great 
distress in the Orient), and telling them 
to give the glory to the living God, not 
to them. Here Barnabas is giving God 
the glory. This is most important. A 
Christian girl won to the Lord the 
woman with whom she boarded. Other 
Christians praised her for her splendid 
testimony and faithful witness. She en- 
joyed this, but after she had left the 
community, the woman backslid. The 
Christian girl felt sad about this, and 
said, “I believe one reason that woman 
has so little testimony today is because 
I felt as if her conversion was a good 
deal my work. I did not give God all 
the glory.” Barnabas would take no 
credit for the healing of the cripple, He 
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did, not say, “Well, you can put at least 
one garland on me.” No, he said, “We 
are just ordinary men like yourselves, 
the glory is God's.” 

Number 6.—Acts 15:1-6. Here we find 
Barnabas proclaiming what God had 
done, as he and Paul traveled back to 
Jerusalem. Some people might have 
been giving details of the dispute they 
had had with the false brethren. It would 
have been easy for them to discuss this. 
“You know one of the false brethren 
said . ..I said , , , then he lost his 
temper,” and so forth. But that would 
have done no one any good. Barnabas 
did not do that. He talked about what 
God had done in saving the Gentiles. 
Hearing about the Lord’s work brought 
joy and blessing to those who. listened. 
How much do we talk about what God 
is doing? Today He is greatly using 
men like Billy Graham, Merv Rosell, 
and others in many parts of our country. 
And He is doing wonderful things in 
many foreign fields, too. If, when we 
meet, we exchange news like this, it 
will be far more helpful than telling too 
much of what other people say and do. 

Number 7.—Acts 15:22-29. From this 
passage we learn not only that Barnabas 
was beloved, but that he had been risk- 
ing his life for Christ’s sake. Some girls 
will not even risk their popularity by 
saying a word for the Lord Jesus. How 
small we feel by the side of a man like. 
Barnabas! Remember the Lord Jesus 
deserves the same devotion from us. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Where the Monopoly Lay.—He was a 
yood man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith (Acts 11:24, Golden Text). 
\ group of clergymen were discussing 
whether to invite Dwight L. Moody to 
their city.. The success of the famed 
evangelist was brought to the attention 
of the men. One unimpressed minister 
commented, “Does Mr. Moody have a 
monopoly on the Holy Ghost?” An- 
other quietly replied, “No, but the Holy 
Ghost seems to have a monopoly on Mr. 
Moody.”—From the Church Herald, Sent 
by B, M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans, Prize 
illustration, 


The Ministry of Encouragement.—The 
son of consolation (Acts 4:36). Accord- 
ing to a common Hebrew idiom, if a 
person had any characteristic to a 
marked degree, he could be called “son 
of” that quality or thing. Evidently 


Barnabas was especially given to proph- 
ecy, 


exhortation, and encouragement; 
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for the word translated “consolation” 
will carry all three meanings. Today, 
we are inclined to use the term “apostle 
of” rather than “son of,” but it has the 
same significance. George Mueller was 
called “the apostle of faith,” because of 
his unwavering faith in God to supply 
the wherewithal to care for thousands 
of orphans... And J. G. Bellett was 
termed “the apostle of love” because his 
ministry was of that nature. Barnabas 
must have radiated encouragement 
wherever he went. The Lord graciously 
sent a “son of encouragement” across 
my path when, as a young Christian, I 
attempted to say a word in public for 
my Lord. This dear brother, who is 
now with the Lord, would firmly clasp 
my hand and also speak a word of en- 
couragement which would enable me to 
rise above the destructive criticism of 
others. Only eternity will reveal how 


much, under God, the Apostle Paul was, 


indebted to Barnabas, the son of encour- 
agement. What a scope there is today 
for the exercise of this most helpful min- 
istry of encouragement!—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, 
Tenn, 


Honoring God With Our Money.—Hav- 
ing land, sold it, and brought the money, 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet (Acts 
4:37). Mr. W. R. Spight, wholesale grocer 
of Decatur, Ala., passed away in 1936. 
Shortly after his departure the trustee- 
ship of the Spight estate came into being. 
Representatives of the eight beneficiaries 
of the estate met recently, reviewed the 
activities of the trustees, and found that 
out of an original estate worth a million 
dollars, the beneficiaries have received 
$1,040,000 and there is still an approxi- 
mate million’s worth left in the estate. 
A friend who knew Mr. Spight said that 
he gave $500 to the Lord every Sunday 
of the year, while he lived. The Lord 
has said, “Them that hcnour me I will 
honour” (1 Sam, 2:30). To be worth a 
million, and give a million, and leave a 
million to be given away is a record. 
Only eternity will reveal the _ vast 
amount of good accomplished by the 
million given, and the million now being 
given! Money simply cannot be put to 
a higher use than that of honoring the 
Lord.—From Now. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N.Y. 


Missionary at Government Expense.— 
They which were scattered abroad upon 
the persecution . . . travelled . .. preach- 
ing the word (Acts 11:19). During a 
period of persecution in Korea, a young 
Christian was falsely accused by police 
and put in jail as a suspect. When he 
was placed in solitary confinement, he 
regretted he was unable to mingle with 
other prisoners and.witness to them. He 
made it a matter of prayer and, was soon 
banished to one of the neighboring 
islands. When he was found innocent 
and released, he said with a beaming 
countenance: “Just think, I have been 
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longing for a chance to speak of Christ 
to others, and was mourning because I 


could not speak in jail. Then God sent 
me off to an unevangelized island, where 
there was plenty of work to do, and 
the government paid my fare!”—From 
Tom M,. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. -Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


His Unseen Audience.—Preaching the 
Lord Jesus (Acts 11:20). When Mr. C. 
B. Christopher, recently retired from his 
post as deputational secretary of the 
London City Mission, was only fifteen, 
he conducted his first Gospel services 
in a village chapel in southern England. 
In preparation, he rehearsed his ad- 
dresses in a field. His pulpit was a hay- 
rack; his congregation, a dozen cows! 
He preached from, “Repent ye therefore 
and be converted.” The cows paid no 
attention, but he was astonished to find, 
on the other side of the rack, a man 
on his knees pleading for pardon and 
peace. “Tell me more about Jesus,” he 
urged, when he and the preacher met 
face to face. “I told him the story of 
redemption,” says Mr. Christopher, “and 
a drunkard, fighter, and demon-possessed 
man entered into peace and blessing.” 
It was his first soul. What a memorable 
beginning!—From London City Mission 
Magazine. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Real Christians.—The disciples were 


called Christians first in Antioch (Acts 
11:26). In her book, “Floods on Dry 
Ground,” Eva Stuart Watt describes 


missionary work in the Belgian Congo, 
and says: “Even among the enemies 
of the Gospel there was growing a secret 
admiration for those whose lives were 
out and out for God. The term, ‘Bak- 
ristu ya kweli,” was often heard on 
heathen lips. It means ‘real Christians.’ 
Far and wide they were known as men 
of truth. and men whose prayers got 
answered. One day the paramount chief 
had a big court case in which a Chris- 
tian was charged with hiding a Mabudu 
prisoner. At the tribunal, the chief said 
to the accused, ‘Tell me, did you hide 
that man?’ ‘No, Chief, I didn’t.’ Then 
turning to his soldiers, he said, ‘You 
liars, the lot of you! This man is a Bak- 
ristu ya kweli; he couldn’t tell a lie!” 
—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


Not a Question of Liking It.—The Holy 
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them (Acts 13:2). When some- 
one asked a missionary if he liked his 
work in Africa, he replied: “Do I like 
this work? No; my wife and I do not 
like dirt. We have reasonably refined 
sensibilities. We do not like crawling 
into vile huts through goat refuse. We 
do not like association with ignorant. 
filthy, brutish people. But is a man to 
do nothing for Christ he does not like? 
God pity him, if not. Liking or disliking 
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has nothing to do with it. We have 
orders to ‘Go, and we go. Love con- 
strains us.".—From a local church bul- 
letin. Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Barnabas, a Trusted Follower 
(Acts 11:22-30) 

OOTSTEPS previously used for Peter, 

James, and John may again take their 
place on the poster, as pupils review 
stories of these three special friends of 
the Lord. Pupils’ footsteps may be 
added for those who have continued 
their friendship through regular Bible 
reading, and kept jealousy from their 
hearts. We have watched eleven peo- 
ple following the Lord Jesus while He 
lived on earth. Now we see some who 
followed Him after He was no longer 
living on earth: like us, they could not 
see Him. 

If peple were going to say something 
nice about you, what would you like to 
have them say? Here are two things 
they said about Barnabas, one of the 
early followers of Christ: “Our beloved 
Barnabas” (Acts 15:25): “He was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of 
faith” (chap. 11:24, Memory Verse). 
No wonder he wag loved; he was al- 
ways doing a good turn for somebody! 
Were Christians needing food and cloth- 
ing? Barnabas sold a farm and gave 
the money for their relief (chap. 4:36, 
37). Was Paul lonesome because no one 
in Jerusalem believed his story that 
he had turned from tormenting Chris- 
tians to believing in Christ? Barnabas 
took him along with him and spoke a 
good word for him (chap. 9:26, 27). 
Was there a problem about foreigners 
in a new church? Barnabas could be 
trusted to have good sense to see about 
it (chap, 11:22). Was there a large 
amount of money to be carried a long 
distance? Barnabas could be trusted 
to take care of it, and not help him- 
self to any of it (vs. 29, 30). Was a 
missionary needed for new work? Bar- 
nabas was chosen by the Lord (chap. 
13:2). Was there a quarrel to straighten 
out? Barnabas was sent (chap. 15:2). 
Did Mark, a young fellow who quit 
once, need a second chance to prove he 
could be faithful? Barnabas trusted him 
and helped him back into the Lord's 
work (vs. 37-39). 

Can people say about you, “He's a 
good boy [or girl]”? There are some 
who call themselves Christians, but 
you’d never know it by the way they 
behave! Have we any of that kind here? 
What about your turning Barnabas? The 
next part of our Memory Verse tells 
Barnabas’s secret, and it could be the 
Secret of your turning Barnabas, too— 
“full of the Holy Ghost.” It is the Spirit 
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of God having His way that would make 
you into a trusty, helpful Barnabas 
instead of a mischief-maker. Faith in 
what God can do—do you believe He 
could change you into a Barnabas kind 
of boy or girl?—do you believe He could 
use you to help somebody else? The 
Lord promised that God would give -the 
Holy Spirit to those who asked Him 
(Luke 11:13). Will you follow Christ 
this week by praying every morning 
that God will give you the Holy Spirit, 
then during the day watch for chances 
to help? 

You are something like gloves. Here 
are my gloves, just a nuisance, lying 
around in the way, not good for any- 
thing by themselves. But just wait till 
I put my hand in them, then after Sun- 
day school they can drive my car home; 
and tomorrow they can shovel out a 
path, if snow falls. Oh, it’s my hands 
that do the work? Yes, but in this cold 
climate, my hands couldn't do it without 
the gloves. Even God's Spirit cannot 
get things done on this earth without 
people. And you aren't any good with- 
out Him. So let Him be the hand in- 
side you. 

There are two B’s in Barnabas. Maybe 
they stand for: Behave, and Be helpful. 
See if the teacher at school finds you 
different this week! 


Orono, MAINE, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we study about a man that 

is probably a stranger to the chil- 
dren, one of whom they ‘never heard, 
Barnabas. The first thing we know 
about him is that he came from the 
island of Cyprus, where he had owned 
land. He had sold it and brought the 
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 
Then he became a helper in the’ work 
of the Christians in Jerusalem: Next 
we find that he was the man who be- 
friended Saul of Tarsus, later called 
Paul the apostle, when he came to Jeru- 
salem. The Christians were afraid -of 
him, for he had persecuted them. ~Bar- 
nabas believed in him, and told them 
Paul was all right, that he had been 
converted, and had preached. Christ 
boldly in Damascus. 

The verses in our lesson are the next 
glimpse we have of Barnabas. He was 
sent from Jerusalem to Antioch, where 
there were some Christians preaching, 
and men were believing on the Lord 


. Jesus Christ. When Barnabas’ reached 


Antioch, he saw that they needed. a 
preacher, so he set out to find Paul, 
and bring him there. He and Paul 
stayed there a year and taught the peo- 
ple, and the disciples were first called 
Christians at Antioch. 

Barnabas was the man chosen. by..the 
Holy Spirit to. go with Paul on his ‘first 
missionary: journey, and he went. with 
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The 
synonym 
for quality 
is 
OXFORD... 


OR almost three centuries, 

Oxford University Press 
has stood for all the character- 
istics associated with the word 
“quality.” 


XFORD stands-for the 
best that modern book- 
making has to offer: 


Highly skilled workmanship 
and the finest of materials. 


Bindings built for lasting 
strength. 


Clear, readable print and 
word-for-word accuracy of 
text. 


Oxford’s famous ultrathin 
India Paper or a superior 
domestic Bible paper. 


HESE characteristics of 

quality represent the 
consistently high standards 
established by Oxford books. 
Throughout the world, wher- 
ever quality is prized, they 
have made Oxford the criterion 
of quality in fine Bibles. 
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Every hour of every day 
EDITORIAL CARIBE’s gospel literature is bring- 
ing the light of salvation into 21 Spanish- 
speaking Latin American countries! 
EDITORIAL CARIBE's plans for expansion call 
for new publishing equipment, 


Yes, it's true! 
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Publishers of Gospel Literoture for Latin America 
c/o Dept. F, —_ Latin America Mission, Inc. 
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him on that entire trip. Then when 
Paul was going on his second mission- 
ary journey, Barnabas wanted to take 
his nepHew with them, but Paul wanted 
to take Silas, so they separated, and 
each went his own way. That must 
have been God’s way of spreading the 
Gospel teaching over more territory. 
The apostles and elders in a letter 
to some of the brethren speak of “our 
beloved Barnabas.” He seems never to 
have been a great preacher, though he 
did teach. We find him taking second 
place, letting Paul be chief speaker, even 
though he had been a Christian longer 


more housing, more fundsand, ~_ 4 _ than Paul. So we know he was a hum- 
above all, fervent prayer sup- —— ble man, 
Your help is vitally Then he must have been a man of 


he stood with Paul when 
afraid of him; and a 
man of importance, for the rest lis- 
tened to him, and also followed him. 
He must have been a man of business 
ability, for he could go to a distant city 
like Antioch, and find out just what 
was needed in that group of Christians. 
He was faithful to the Lord, in his serv- 
ice, and he must have been a man of 
faith to sell his land and go to Jeru- 
salem to give the money to the apostles, 

That is about what we know of Bar- 
nabas. Some of it the children will not 
understand, but they can get the Mem- 
ory Verse, “He was a good man, and 
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.” 

Do you know there are many Barna- 
baslike men today in churches? I can 
think of one who always mended things 
at the church. You know what happens? 
A chair is broken. It is stood in the 
corner, and before the next Sunday it is 
mended. He doesn’t say anything about 
it—he just mends it. The furnace doesn’t 
act just right. He tinkers with it till 
it burns as it should. A window is 
broken, and he puts in a new glass. So 
many little things are done quietly, with 
no thought even of anyone’s knowing 
he did them. 

There’s another man that is like Bar- 
nabas, the one who is always working 
to get people to church, where they can 
hear Gospel preaching. Maybe he just 
drives his car to pick up children for 
Sunday school. Some of the people who 
do these unnoticed things will receive 
a great reward, 

There are many people on the mission 
field who should be named Barnabas. 
They are not the great preachers, or 
maybe not even teachers. Maybe they 
build the buildings for the missionaries. 
Maybe they are native Christians who 
do the housework and take care of the 
children for the missionaries, 
can give their time to teaching. 

One that I know will interest the chil- 
dren is a Lisu woman. When the Cookes 
had to leave China, this native Chris- 
tian woman made Chinese clothes for 
the children, the quilted kind, so they 
would be warm on their. long ride in 
the truck. It was all that kept them 
from suffering with the cold. Then this 


courage, for 
all others were 





so they - 
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woman went with them ‘on the truck 
as far as she could, to help with the 
children, knowing she would have a 
long and dangerous trip back to her 
home; that she might not even get there. 
Many little children have done things 
like Barnabas. I remember a little gir] 
who always gathered up the extra Sun- 
day school papers and took them to a 
lady who gave them to children who 
didn’t go to Sunday school. A little boy 
used to go to the church whenever he 
saw the caretakers come to clean up. 
He helped them every way he could, 
because he loved Jesus, and loved His 
house, and wanted to do something for 
Him. 

Few people can be great preachers, 
but all can be witnesses in some way. 
Most Primary children cannot teach peo- 
ple very much about the Lord Jesus, but 
they can all do something for the Lord. 
And all the ones who have done the 
little things as unto the Lord will have 
a great reward when Jesus comes. Paul 
could not have done all he did without 
the help of Barnabas. Perhaps your 
Sunday school teacher or your pastor 
needs your help to do his job. Be sure 
you are not a shirker, but be faithful as 
Barnabas was, 

FELTON, CALIF, 

ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 142) 

1. (1) Levi (Acts 4:36); (2) Benja- 
min (Phil, 3:5). 

2. Because of his ability to encourage 
others, 

3. He was not one of the original apos- 
tles, but in Acts 14:14 he is classed with 
Paul as an apostle. 

4. (1) Not at all; 
10, Gr.). 

5. Two, so far as the New Testament 
informs us (Acts 4:36; 13:4; 15:39). 

6. The changing situation rendered it 
impossible, and the abuses rendered it 
inadvisable, 

7. The fellowship (Acts 9:27), 


(2) cousin (Col, 4: 


and the 


ministry (chap. 11:25, 26). 

8. It was the first Gentile church 
(chap, 11:19-21). 

9. The missionary movement of the 
church (chap. 13:1-3). 

10. (1) In the prosperity of his mis- 
sion; (2) in the recovery of Mark (Col. 


4:10). 


WHEATON, ILL, 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for March 2 


The Third |.V.C.F. Missionary 
Convention 
(Continued from page 140) 


they themselves had received—of in- 
spiration and renewed joy in their own 
task of proclaiming Christ to the ends 
of the earth, and of hope concerning 
what God would yet do through the lives 
of these young people, dedicated to Him, 
completely at His disposal, 

On the final night of the convention, 
almost two-thirds of the students pres- 
ent quietly stood to indicate that they had 
heard God’s call to the foreign mission 
field and were purposing to go as He con- 
tinued to point the way. About half 
of these had made their commitment 
during the convention. Another third 
indicated that, while they were not sure 
of God’s leading, they were willing to 
go and were praying definitely that God 
would make clear to them whether they 
were to serve Him at home or abroad. 

Perhaps the most impressive part of 
the entire convention was the closing 
session, when the whole company joined 
in the Watch Night Communion service. 
Dr. J. C. Macaulay, chairman of the 
Missionary Committee of the LV.C.F. 
Board of Directors, brought a medita- 
tion from 1 Corinthians 11 and then led 
in the observance of the Lord’s Supper, 
assisted by the ordained ministers and 
missionaries present. It was a solemn 
service, and at the same time one of 
great joy, as God’s people, united in their 
desire to seek the face of God and to do 
His will, met together to remember His 
death in a unity that transcended all 
barriers of race and background and 
denominational differences, 

The 1951 missionary convention is now 
history. But to campuses all over North 
America its participants have taken 
back new purpose, new concern for the 
lost everywhere, and renewed yielded- 
ness to the will of God. Still echoing 
in their hearts are the triumphant words 
of the convention hymn: 

“We rest on Thee’’—our Shield and our 

Defender! 
We go not forth alone against the foe; 

Strong in Thy strength, safe in Thy 

keeping tender, 
“We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we 
go.” 

CHICAGO, 

ww 


Next Summer's 
Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 140) 


at 8 pm., July 21, the ship sailing 
through Burrard Inlet, which is the har- 
bor for Vancouver. The setting sun dis- 
appears to the west beyond the moun- 
tains, and the course is north-by- west 
in the moonlight! 

On July 22 the party sails through 
Johnstone Straits and Grenville Chan- 
nel, with land close at hand on both 
sides of the vessel. 
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A landing is made at Prince Rupert, 


British Columbia, about nine o’clock in 
the morning of the second day. 

After a short stay here, the voyage 
continues through Chatham Sound and 
Revillegigedo Channel to the principal 
city in southeastern Alaska, Ketchikan. 
At this port, the “Salmon Canning Capi- 
tal of the World,” the travelers will be 
attracted by the variety of totems, the 
shops, the churches, and schools, and 
may see salmon jumping in Ketchikan 
Creek! ‘ 

In Wrangell Narrows on July 24, it 
will be interesting to watch the ship’s 
captain as he efficiently maneuvers his 
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‘Carillonic Bells!” 


Your Church—with or 
without a tower—can bring 
a new spiritual awareness 
to the community with 
““Carillonic Bells”. At the 
touch of a finger, or 
automatically, their beautiful 
true bell music carries 
your church’s message to all 
who hear—at a fraction 
of the cost of cast bells. 


They are light in weight, 
yet 25 “Carillonic Bells” 
provide the same musical 
range and volume of cast 
bells weighing 73,000 pounds. 
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Outstanding Books — 
By Wilbur M. Smith | 


Chats From a Minister's Library | 


Presenting illuminating and arrest- 
ing chats on men and events of the 
past and present with other subjects 
of supreme interest for every —. 

2.50 





Therefore, Stand 


Reviewers in commenting on this 
book have said, “Dr. Smith has pre- 
pared not only his greatest piece of | 
literature, but one of the most im- 
portant voluines on Christian apolo- 
getics that has appeared for many | 
years.” A ‘ : , . $3.00 


This Atomic Age and the Word of God | 


Explains the various consequences to 
our generation of this revolutionary 
discovery from the standpoint of 
| evangelical Christianity. . $3.00 


Profitable Bible Study 
(New Revised Edition) 
Seven simple methods with an an- 
| notated list of the first one hundred 
best books for the Bible student’s 
|liberary, . . . - « 92.00 


The Supernaturalness of Christ 
| The author sets forth the basic facts 
| involved in the birth, the Transfigu- 
| ration, the miraculous acts, and the 
| Resurrection of Jesus Christ in lan- 
guage clear and simple. . $1.75 
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tmE SUNDAY Sci.OCL TiMeS 


vessel on an _ ever-changing course 
through the narrow Inside Passage 


en route to Juneau. the capital of Alaska. 
At Juneau ample time is allowed for 
sightseeing. browsing around the shops, 
and seeing this far northern city’s mod- 
ern buildings. 

The next morning the party disem- 
barks from the cruise ship at Skagway 
to begin a new adventure over the 
“Trail of ‘98,.” on a narrow-gauge rail- 
road, by the White Pass and Yukon 
Route to Lake Bennett, with a stop for 
luncheon. After completing this side 
trip, the party returns to Skagway, with 
time for a visit in the Klondike’s boom 
town. 

On July 26 there is an extra attraction 
not ordinarily included in Alaskan trips 
—a cruise through Glacier Bay, amid 
floating icebergs and wondrous scenery 
on every hand, with a view of Muir 
Glacier, one of the world’s largest, in all 
its splendor, 

The following morning, after passing 
through Peril Straits, where one feels 
he could jump ashore from the deck of 
the Chilcotin, the party reaches Sitka, 
the old Russian capital, rich in history 
and Indian lore. There will be a visit 
to the Sheldon Jackson Museum and the 
Cathedral of St. Michael, Russian Or- 
thodox Church, the oldest in Alaska, 

New scenery and adventure are ahead, 
as the next port of call is Metlakatla, a 
quaint Indian village, where results of 
American missionary work will be seen. 

A return call is made at Prince Rupert, 
B. C. At Kincombe Point the party en- 
ters Gardner Canal, where the day is 
spent, off the main channel, cruising 
amid scenic splendor. 

Butedale is the next stop, and the 
travelers will see a modern fish cannery 
and freezing plant. Next will be Ocean 
Falls, and an inspection of a huge Cana- 
dian pulp and paper plant. Then be- 
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gins the last leg of the cruise on the 
ship which the travelers have considered 
home for ten days, and reluctantly they 
will step ashore at Vancouver on July 31, 

An illustrated folder, “The Christian 
Fellowship Tour of 1952,” may be ob- 
tained free from Mr, Harry J. Jaeger, 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. Mr. Jaeger 
will be with the group throughout the 
entire journey. Come with us, if you 
can this summer, but if not this year, 
plan ahead to join us on one of our 
future trips. 
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His Guiding Presence 
(Continued from second page) 


has called to be in the pew; both un- 
happy and unfruitful is the one on the 
foreign field for whom God had a place 
at home. 

When we are in doubt as to the right 
step or path to take, it is best just to 
wait. It may be that He is testing our 
faith, and at His appointed time all 
doors will be closed except the one we 
should enter. When the special time of 
waiting or testing is over and the need 
of decision is at hand, we can have the 
positive assurance that God will guide 
even though thick darkness seems to 
cover the way. Let us be certain beyond 
all question that we are in His will and 
that the desire of our hearts is to be in 
complete surrender of ourselves and 
our wills to Him. Then we can trust 
Him completely, standing on His prom- 
ises, knowing that He will go ahead of 
us and open the way. It is not only 
the best way of life for the Christian. 
it is the only way for the true child of 
God. 

Though we have been thinking mainly 
of special times of decision and of guid- 
ance in the difficult times of our lives. 
we must know that the -most truly 
Christlike person is not only filled with 
the Spirit, but walking in the Spirit— 
daily, hourly. Although the Holy Spirit 
dwells in every Christian, too often we 
ignore Him in our daily walk. If we 
ask Him, He will guide us every moment 
of the day, in even the smallest details 
of our daily lives. What a_ blessed 
privilege! “And the Lord shall guide 
thee continually” (Isa, 58:11). 


A Serious Setting for Serious 
Things 
(Continued from second page) 


to the denominational background of the 
leaders, the age and character of the 
audiences, the locality, and the person- 
ality of speakers. But there is a wide- 
spread feeling among Christian people 
that there should be more seriousness 
than is sometimes evident today in deal- 
ing with the things of God. 
Generalities are always dangerous, 
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Lesson for March 2 


and it is not fair to say that there is 
no earnest prayer back of many of the 
bright and cheerful meetings held for 
young poeple today. For many of the 
leaders have wrestled through nights of 
prayer for the souls of children and 
young folks, and back of a happy man- 
ner before men there have often been 
tears, and travail, and real spiritual 
struggle with the powers of darkness 
It is a hard, hard thing to reach young 
people of high school age for Christ, and 
one needs to be cautious in criticizing 
those who are doing their utmost to win 
them. We can learn from one another, 
and perhaps we all need to apply to our 
own hearts these penetrating, Scriptural 
words: “Awake to soberness righteously, 
and sin not; for some have no knowl- 
edge of God: I speak this to move you 
to shame” (1 Cor, 15:34, R.V.). 


bd 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 2 


1, Jesus Calls His Disciples 
(Mark 2:13-17; 3:13-21) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 

EGINNING with this Sunday’s topic 
we are to have three topics on the 
over-all theme of “Examples in Winning 
Others.” There is a sense in which 
Christ’s call of His disciples is unlike 
our winning of others for Him. In that 
sense, the Lord Jesus, as the Saviour 
and Redeemer of men, was gathering 
about Him a little group of followers, 
who, after His death and resurrection 
and ascension were to carry on His work 
and were to witness concerning Him to 
the uttermost parts of the earth. He 
called men to Himself. We do not call 
men to follow us, but to look at Him and 
serve Him. However, the Lord's call 
to His disciples should emphasize for 
each of us that it is impossible for us 
to win others to Christ until we have 
first answered His call to us to become 
His disciples. And that discipleship in- 
volves more than a mental acquiescence 
to the principles of His teaching. It 
reaches its fulfillment in a personal con- 
viction expressed in the words of Simon 
Peter, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God" (Matt. 16:16). and, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life. And we be- 
lieve and are sure that thou art that 
Christ, the son of the living God” (John 
6:68, 69). 
ge 
In another very real sense, however, 
we may see in the methods used by the 
Lord Jesus in calling His disciples ways 
that we may use in going out to win 
Others for Him. First, Christ went to 
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where men were in order to call them 
(Mark 2:13, 14; 1:16, 19). He did not 
wait for them to seek Him out. In fact, 
we have no record that any of the 
twelve volunteered. They were all 
called to follow Him. 

We have no right to assume that men 
will seek us out to find out about Christ. 
Our job is to go to them and tell them 
of Christ, 

we 


Then, notice, that none were too ob- 
scure or unlettered or unimportant to 
be chosen, Several] were fishermen. Mat- 
thew was a despised tax collector. In 
each of them the Lord saw the possi- 
bilities of a redeemed and transformed 
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Il. “We Use God's Guidebook” 

Pupil’s Workbook—16 cents 
Handbook for Teachers—60 cents 
Ill. “We Tell of God's Guidebook” 


Pupil’s Workbook—16 cents 
Handbook for Teachers— 60 cents 





1816 Chestnut Street i 
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Philadelphia 3, Penna. 
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We have the new loose- 

leaf as well as 35 othe: 

styles to choose from. 
Seohields and zipper cases 
'S, 113 Maia, Hamburg, New York. 


YOU ARE INVITED 


to 


Scofield B 


Write for catalog describing 
to fit. FOWLER 





share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 
morrow. Address: 


Shelton College 


Dr. J. Oliver B 


340 W. 55th Street 


i, Jr., Pr 


New York 19, N. Y. 








— good schooling 
in a Christian Environment 


CO-EDUCATIONAL / 
Ist Grade thru Senior High 
Resident & Day School 


The Montrose School er 


Oak Lane, Essex Fells A 





“ Famous Pocket Quarterlies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the International 
S. S. Lessons —for all Depts. 


True 7% Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 44 x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry-—hard to lose 
Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time — 
win souls and build character. Each 
only 10c. 
AGENTS make good money sell- © 
ing our quick moving line: Bibles, Books, Greeting 
Cards, Mottoes, Calendars, etc. Liberal commission. 
Write for full details 
CO S. S. Pocket Quarterlies (| Catalog and Agent’s Offer 
THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 











A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


* By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 

A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it upto 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 





The Sunday School Times Company 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


$25 N. 13th St., 
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nature. Shall we not ask Him to let us 
see throuch His eyes the poss.b:lues 
in those about us, if only they can be 
brought to Him and transformed by His 
grace. 

we 


Notice also how the Lord Jesus ap- 
proached these men on a ground with 
which they were familiar. He talked 
to the fishermen about catching men in- 
stead of fish (Mark 1:17). To Nathanael 
he talked about seeing him under the 
fig tree, even before his brother, Philip, 
had brought him to Christ. To the 
woman at the well of Samaria He talked 
about the “living water” (John 4). Can 
we not learn from Him the value and 
use of Spirit-directed tact and approach 
in our efforts to win others for Him? 

ye 

The Lord Jesus aroused curiosity and 
invited inspection. The woman at the 
well instantly became interested in the 
possibility that she might -not have to 
go to the well every day to draw water. 
The Lord led her on to inquire how she 
might have that living water He had 
been talking about. The idea of catching 
men instead of fish intrigued Simon and 
Andrew so that they were ready to leave 
their nets and follow the Lord Jesus 
(Matt. 4:19, 20). To the two disciples of 
John the Baptist who inquired of Christ 
as to where He lived, He said, “Come and 
see” (Johy 1:38, 39). 

One of the greatest appeals that we 
could make to the unsaved concerning 
Christ is to put Him to the test, to try 
Him and see that He will do what He 
says He will do—forgive, cleanse, and 
give the ability to walk in newness of 
life and to follow Him, 

we 

In healing the Gadarene man who was 
possessed of evil spirits, the Lord Jesus 
gave him definite instructions regarding 
his relatives and friends. You will find 
this in Mark 5:19, “Go home to thy 
friends, and tell them what great things 
the Lord hath done for thee, and hath 
had compassion on thee.” Does not this 
suggest a message that the Lord Jesus 
expects everyone of us to carry to others, 
and does it not also suggest the reason 
why sometimes our mouths are stopped, 
when we seek to deal with others about 

Christ? We have not permitted Him to 
do very much for us, and we are some- 
times not very sure as to just what He 
has done for us. It is not that we have 
to plumb the depths of sin in order to 
have a message of redemption. Every 
one of us should know of “great things” 
that God has done for us and should 
be able to tell someone else about them. 

After all, the Lord Jesus called His 
disciples “witnesses.” A good witness 
does not have to be a skilled lawyer 
or an eloquent speaker, but he does have 
to give an accurate account of what 
happened. In winning others to Christ, 
we must be able to tell them how God 
has cleansed our hearts and put a song 
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on our lips and given us new Strength 
for the daily walk and {or times of temp- 
tation. That is the first thing that an- 


other person will want to know of our 
Saviour, “What has He done for you?” 
je 

We shall not want to leave a discus- 
sion of this topic without calling atten- 
tion to the Lord’s word concerning the 
sacrifice He asks of all. He asks for one 
hundred per cent allegiance and one 
hundred per cent denial of self (Matt. 
8: 20-22: 16:24, 25). It is not a case of 
“part of self and part of Thee,” but “none 
of self and all of Thee” that Christ asks 
of His followers. So we need to count 
the cost when we face the decision as to 
what we will do with Him. But it is 
good also to know that with the sacrifice 
comes also the promise of blessing (Isa. 
52:7-10). “He that winneth souls is 
wise” (Prov. 11:30), and there will be 
a reward when the Lord Jesus comes 
particularly designed for the soul-winner 
(1 Thess. 2:19, 20). 

A ycung man when confronted with 
a decision for Christ, asked, “What will 
it cost to follow Christ?” A wise leader 
replied with the question, “Have you 
considered what it will cost if you do not 
follow Him?” 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Keeping Abreast of the Tide 
of Books 
(Continued from page 139) 


major campaigns, four of Dr, Graham’s 
sermons, and an address by Dr, Harold 
Ockenga given at the Rose Bowl] Rally. 
Excellent photograph prints which ap- 
pear in two sections—a Billy Graham 
family album and a collection of cam- 
paign shots. Details of planning with 
regard to promoting rallies are given. 
Any city or committee considering such 
a rally should read this book and heed 
the advice suggested. Finally, the pro- 
gram of follow-up is carefully outlined, 
and it is shown that an adequate follow- 
up program must be planned and set up 
months before a campaign opens. 


Tried By Fire. By F. B. Meyer. (Zon- 
dervan Pub, House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $2.50.) The first Epistle of Peter 
is analyzed in this volume by a master 
in the art of exposition. The title is 
suggested by the phrase in 1 Peter 1:7, 
“though it be tried with fire.” Empha- 
sizing the oft-recurring theme of the 
Epistle, Dr. Meyer writes for the com- 
fort and consolation of all of those whose 
faith is being tested. Any of these thirty- 
one examples of the best in expository 
sermons will encourage the Christian 
sufferer as well as enlighten the student 
of the Scriptures. Such excellent medi- 
tations as “Kept,” “For Those in Heavi- 
ness.” “Not So Strange,” and “Care, and 
What To Do with It” provide a lift to 
the soul that will long outlast the tem- 
porary “pickup” provided by today’s 
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popular, but unscriptural, psychological 
prescriptions. The reappearance of F. 
B. Meyer’s works in a reprint edition is 
timely and welcome. Their contents 
will indeed help much to bring real 
relief to the reader who is burdened by 
trying circumstances, 


The Dawn of World Redemption. A 
Survey of the History of Salvation in 
the Old Testament; and The Triumph 
of the Crucified. A Survey of the His- 
tory of Salvation in the New Testament. 
By Erich Sauer. (Paternoster Press, Lon- 
don, E. C, 4. May be had from Chris- 
tian Evidence League, P. O. Box 277, 
Malverne, N. Y., $3 each.) Erich Sauer 
is leader of the Wiedenest Bible School 
in the Rhineland, West Germany. He 
carries no doctor’s title nor does he need 
to. These two books are devised and 
carried out on a planetary scale, stretch- 
ing from creation to the restitution of 
all things. Nowhere else, as far as this 


reviewer knows, can one find such a 
panoramic statement of the Christian 
revelation. And it carries’ interest- 
ing and informing detail, so that 


the Norwegian theologian, Dr, -Hallesby, 
describes it as a “mine of Scripture 
knowledge.” It gives one pride and con- 
fidence in one’s Christian faith, for one 
feels, after reading it, that no other for- 
mulation of human history can compare 
with ours in reasonableness and cer- 
tainty. It imposes itself on one, gives 
conviction. The reader is faced with the 
fact that the Biblical revelation must 
be true. To what other book than the 
Bible shall we go for an explanation of 
history? It alone has historical plan 
as well as the words of eternal life. No 
other has ordered, continuous, unde- 
viating program through the centuries 
from dawn to the full daylight of Christ's 
Kingdom, 

Hence one can recommend these two 
books as more than commonly useful 
guides to Bible study. They explain 
much that is difficult or little known; 
they set things in perspective from be- 
ginning to end. The unfolding of God’s 
saving activity is based, not on the log- 
ical sequence of creedal and dogmatic 
treatises, but on the historical and pro- 
phetic content of the Bible itself, 

This will make a fine manual for Bible 
school students, and perhaps even more 
so for theological seminary students who 
are Biblically undernourished. One 
deals with. the progressive movement 
through the Old Testament; the other 
with its continuance in Christ, the apos- 
tles, and the church. Bible students and 
Sunday school teachers, who master 
these two volumes, will find themselves 
well equipped for life in their teaching 
vocation, 


From Little Acorns. The Story of Your 
Body. By Frances Westgate Butterfield; 
pictures by Dorothy Marion Weiss. (Ren- 
bayle House, Publishers, Inc., 1165 Broad- 
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way, New York 1; $2.50.) Here is a 
textbook on physiology, written for chil- 
dren. The functions of the human body 
are described and explained in dialogue, 
and illustrated by pen and ink draw- 
ings and diagrams on nearly every page. 
The drawings of figures and faces are 
a bit heavy, in the modern style. In 
conversations between the children of 
one family and their parents and grand- 
parents, questions are asked and an- 
swered concerning the digestive, respira- 
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reaching this needy 
Bible Witness. 


Box 488-T 
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tries, and radio around the world. 
work, established 1928, is the only agency 


people. 
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A Risen Lord 
Is being preached to Lithuanians by workers 


imo countries, Gospel literature in 21 coun 


This faith 


Write for the 


LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 


Chicago 90, Illinois 
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The Times advertising columns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 


giving. 


Why not make use of them as God directs? 
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With these brand new Gospel 


Sea”’; 


With Chris 


stories, 


1214 Se. Brand Bivd. 
Glendale 4, California 


Nome 


music, 
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Gospel Light Press, Dept. 15 


Light Materials all departments 
of your Vacation Bible School 
can live in an exciting nautical 
world this summer. Tiny Begin- 
ners will be “With Jesus By The 
the Primary Department 
will launch out in “Bible Ships"; 
Juniors will shout “Anchors 
Aweigh’”’; and Junior High young 
people will be “Aboard Ship 


All through the day this one 
theme will prevail—in Bible Sto- 
ries, worship service, missionary 
handwork, 
even the games. Everything is 
planned for the teacher to help 
emphasize the fact that Chris- 
tians are sailing with Christ on 
the Sea of Life. 

“Sailing With Christ’’ is dif- 
it has the one 
heme for the whole school. All 
publicity and decorations can be 
coordinated around the one idea. 
The teacher’s manual for each 
department contains a complete 
program for two weeks—full 
length stories, scripture memo- 
rizing helps, handcraft instruc- 
tions with illustrations, and fasci- 
nating visual aids for Beginner, 
Primary, and Junior Depart- 
ments to help make lesson truths 
more impressive. 

Summer is almost here! Write 
for our colorful brochure giving 
complete information about the 
courses, prices, samples, etc. Use 
the coupon today! 


and 





Please send me complete information about your new 
OVBS course “Sailing With Christ.” 





Address. 





City 


Zone. 


State 





Church, 


Position. 





GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 
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—Christian Greeting Cards— 


For SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 
Write for catalog list. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 











CHRISTIAN 
5000 Workers WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 
greeting cards. Good commission, Send for 
free catalog and price list. 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 

Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 














ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economici! to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 








0 s Opportunity to give 
E tren a gospel witness by 


é Ce trained personal workers 
also in the service. 

Y Wen THE LORD IS GREATLY 

BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 


Send 25c for a sample and outline. 






BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 

















The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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tory, circulatory, muscular, and repro- 
ductive systems, as well as the ear and 
eye. 

The purpose of the book is to help 
parents answer the questions that their 
children are bound to ask, and, used 
with discretion, it can be given to chil- 
dren of eight or ten years and older to 
read, 

Any TIMEs readers who may be inter- 
ested in buying and using the book 
should know beforehand that it contains 
clear.diagrams of the male and female 
sex organs, and outline drawings of a 
pregnant woman, and a list of the correct 
names of the reproductive organs. The 


reason for these is that children may be- 


taught the whole truth correctly in the 
home, instead of getting it piecemeal 
and:. with many distorted ideas from 
their: playmates or unscrupulous older 
people. 

For. Christian people, the book would 
have been more valuable if the wonders 
of the human body had been presented 


from the Bible point of view, and as a 
result of God’s creative work. It is re- 
grettable that when Judy asks her 


mother whether a girl who isn’t mar- 
ried can have a baby, the mother does 
not say clearly that sexual relations be- 
tween unmarried people are wrong, but 
simply that “it’s very unfair to the child 

. a child needs the love and care of 
two parents . . . most people are very 
careful to wait until they are married 
and have homes together before they 
begin their families.” This is a serious 
defect in a textbook which is written in 
a clear.and interesting way, and, when 
used with discretion, can be very useful 
in helping parents explain the wonders 
of* life to their children. 





Stella M. Rudy's 
POPULAR 


RAINBOW Series 





More Rainbow Missionary Stories '. 


~~ “Aunt” Stella's latest addition to her “Rainbow Series" of - 
3g missionary stories. These stories will immediately appeal to So 


teachers, pastors and children everywhere. The author, for 
yeors engaged in work with children in an orphanage in 


South China, is a skilled narrator drawing her material from 
pe such far away places as Afghanistan, Africa, China, India, 


—4 Palestine and the islands of the sea. Twenty-four > 


fascinating stories. 


New Rainbow Missionary Stories 


Children from all over the world appear in this col- a 
lection of unusual missionary stories. “Aunt” Stella —j E 


$2.25 


shows her great love for all children—“red and 
yellow, black and brown” as well as the white. 











THIRD 


1517 NORTH 





Illustrated with line drawings, it is an excellent 
wi book for use in Sunday School, Summer Bible So 
School and in the home, 


st, 


$2.25 
; 
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1952 
For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 25 to March 2 


Mon.—Acts 4:32-37. 
Son of Encouragement. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Son of ccnsola- 
tion.” Barnabas had a reputation for 
helping God’s people in time of need, 
He was one of the few good rich men of 
the Bible devoted to aiding God’s cause 
Not a few prospered people give God's 
children a heartache instead of a help- 
ing hand. How many “sons of consola- 
tion” have you met? Pray for South Af.- 
rica General Mission, 108 Prospect Park. 
W.. Brooklyn 15, N.Y. 


Tues.—Acts 9:26-30. 
Recognizing Sincerity. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Barnabas wok 
declared ... how he had seen the Lord 
in the way, and that he had spoken to 
him, and how he had preached boldly 

_ in the name of Jesus.” Never take 
a prejudice against people from hearsay. 
Barnabas acted only upon facts. Wisely 
keep an open mind. Give God time to 
change a Saul into a Paul. God’s grace 
and power are ample now as then. Pray 
for South China Boat Mission, P. O. Box 
428, Chicago 90. 
Wed.—Acts 11:19-24. A Man Full of Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Ghost and 
of faith.” If God’s’ Spirit is in a heart, 
and the Word of God also, that person 
will be good and full of trust in God 
Faith comes by hearing the Word of 
God, and by the fullness of the Spirit, 
full cbedience to His will. Barnabas 
had these qualities. He believed God. 
and was filled with the Spirit. As a 
proof of this “much people was added 
unto the Lord.” Trusting and obeying 
Christ, we are sure to be fruitful Chris- 
tians. Pray for Mino Mission (Japan), 
139 W. Como Ave... Columbus 2, Ohio 


Thurs.—Acts 11:25-30. 
Selecting a Co-worker. 
PRAYFR SuccEesTIONS: “Then departed 
Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 
and when he had found him, he brought 
him unto Antioch.” Reports of revival 
among the Gentiles there moved the 
church at Jerusalem to send Barnabas 
for a report. What he saw of the grace 
of God there led him to seek and find 
Saul as a co-worker. What God did at 
Antioch and in Cyprus and other places 
through their ministries is one of the 
wonders of the Book of Acts. Pray for 
like displays of the grace of God in our 

cities this year. 
Fri.—Acts 13:1-12. A Missionary 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them.” Barnabas and 
Saul made up the first missionary team 


Team. 








~_— -_ — -_ — - =< — —_ 


® = te ow ee aw 


on eh 2 ae ae eee 6k COD on 





1952 


p 
>. 


ational 
ational 
ee. 


sement, 
Cnsola- 
on for 
need. 
men of 
cause 
God's 
| help- 
ynsola- 
th Af.- 
Park, 


cerity, 


- Lord 
cen to 
boldly 
r take 
arsay. 
Visely 
me to 
grace 

Pray 
. Box 


Faith. 
good 
and 
leart, 
erson 
God. 
d of 
pirit, 
labas 
God. 
As .a 
dded 
ving 
hris- 
an), 


2m. 
me 
re- 
ind 
am 








Lesson for March 2 


he Sunday School Times 


Puitie E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 
Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





HERBERT A, FRYLING 
Treasurer 





JOHN W. LANE, JR, 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: EMity D. SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JosEPH P. FREE, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; ErRNest GorDON. 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. BLoom 


Former President 
Puitie E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Citay TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
CuHartes G. TrumMBuLt, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A, dollars 
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postage. 
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to Gentiles. God gave this special work 
to them in the regions beyond! God 
then dissolved their partnership; He had 
other plans. Saul and Silas (Sylvanus) 
were God's choice for the second mis- 
sionary journey. Our Lord still leads 
in world evangelization and will answer 
prayer for laborers. Pray for all Chris- 
tian missionaries. 
Sat.—Acts 15:22-41. 
Risking ‘His Life for Christ. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Men that have 
hazarded their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Barnabas and Saul 
literally gave over their lives to the 
Lord Jesus. They counted them not dear 
unto themselves in order that they 
“might finish” their “course with joy, 
and the ministry received of the 
Lord Jesus.” In other words, they died 


daily. Heroes they were and exam- 
ples for all who would evangelize for 
Christ. Have you endured hardship for 


Pray for Japan 
Phil- 


Christ and His cause? 
Gospel Fellowship, 3121 N. 13th St., 
adelphia 33. 
Sun.—Psalm 1. 

The Way of the Righteous. 
“The Lord know- 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
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eth the way of-the righteous.” The way 
of the people of God is far removed from 
the path of sinners and places where 
scorners congregate. The way is plainly 
marked for all who love and fear God. 
The footsteps of Jesus are plain. This 
is the way the fathers trod. Upon it 
rests the eyes and blessing of God. Pray 
for Liebenzell Mission, Schooley’s Moun- 
tain, N, J. 
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SALVATION CHARTS 
FOR VISUAL AID 


Visually presents the Gospel to 
boys and girls, 14 charts in color 


show God's way of salvation. 
An outstanding help for Sunday 


Schools, D.V.B.S., etc.....$1.50 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


1517 North 3rd Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 





GOOD READING— 


and LOTS more 


You will enjoy reading these books immensely—but you will 


find them more than good reading 


They are the best of re- 


vival Moratute,; heart-searching, strengthening, and rewarding. 


The Ruin of a Christian 


By Dr. John R. Rice, Litt.D., D.D. This 
is a tremeridously- popular book, with 
25,000 copies in print. The Christian 
Herald says, “Here-is evangelistic preach- 
ing with all the fine passion, humor and 
drama of Dwight Moody.” Messages to 
Christians that reprove, exhort, and re- 
buke, reviving Christians and leading to 
consecration and soul winning. 


Twelve Thrilling Chapters 


The Ruin of a Christian 
Lukewarmness — The Sin 
That Makes God Vomit 
God’s Slaughter Crew 
The Curse of Hidden Sins 
The Sin of Lying 

“Break Up Your Fallow 
Ground” 
The Seven-fold Sin of Not 
Winning Souls 

“Speak Not Evil One of 
Another, Brethren” 
. Judge Not! 
10. “Be Ye Not Unequally 

Yoked Together” 

11. Washing Dirty Feet 
12. A New Start 


253 pages to convict of sin and transform 
your life, cloth bound $2.00 
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Bread from Bellevue Oven 


By Dr. Robert G. Lee, three-time president 
of 7 million Southern Baptists, pastor of 
one of the largest Baptist churches in the 
world. You will never forget the scholarly 
thoroughness, the wizardry of words, the 
lilt of poetic pathos, the deeply personal 
illustrations, and the urgency of this 
book. Seven full-length messages: 

1. “To Whom Shall We Go?" 

2. Chasing Flees 

3. Is Hell a Myth? 

4. Up and Down a Tree 

5. Good-by to Glory 

6. The Taming of a Wild Man 

7. The Menace of Mediocrity 

8. “Boo!” 
The cream of Dr. Lee’s messages. 188 
pages, sturdily cloth bound $2.00 





Order from your bookseller, or 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 


Bob Jones’ Revival Sermons 


By Dr. Bob Jones, famous and beloved 
founder of Bob Jones University, Green- 
ville, S. C., “I could not lay the volume 
down until I had read it through to the 
last page,” said Dr. Henry Hepburn, pastor 
emeritus of Buena Presbyterian Church, 
Chicago. Dr. V. Raymond Edman, Presi- 
dent of Wheaton College, Illinois, ex- 
claimed, “Here is evangelism on fire!” 
Eloquent, tender, and challenging, these 
nine messages will kindle your heart: 

. Following Jesus 

“And Pitched His Tent Toward Sodom” 
Opportunity on Wheels 

Christ's Second Coming 

What Is a Christian? 

The Woman in the Case 

The Family Record 

The Miracle of Calvary 

Jesus The Light of the World 


186 pages, beautiful cloth binding - $2.00 
Household Salvation 


By Evangelist John Linton. Nine stir- 
ring sermons by the inimitable Scotch 
Canadian evangelist, of whom Dr. Robert 
G. Lee said, “The author, in these mes- 
sages, lays sympathetic hands on practi- 
cal life—with a racy style of speech that 
makes the heart to burn.” 


Chapter Titles 


Household Salvation 

God's Two Witnesses 

Three Specimens of God’s Handwriting 
Buying a Field 

A Memorable Preaching Service 

What Is a Christian? 

The Most Sensational Thing in the World 

A Great Rebellion 

. The Brother of Pontius Pilate 

126 pages of delightful, deeply spiritual, 
interesting reading, cloth bound, only 
$1.50 


ORDER TODAY! 


Sword of the Lord Publishers, Dept. S 
Wheaton, Illinois 


LPAM Meee 
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| Enclosed is _for the following: 
Ruin > a Christian, $2.00 
Bread from Bellevue Oven, $2.00 
_Bob Jones’ Revival Sermons, $2.00 

| Household Salvation, $1.50 
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Te to the Moody Bible Institute 


/ Colportage Department 


Last year evangelical leaders in 59 other countries also used Institute 


4 literature, translated into 26 languages. Here are but two of the 
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e many heart-warming results: 
a A young Hindu in India was turned to Christ despite the anger of his 


a family; and several university students in China, who tried to ban the 
publication of an Institute book, were saved through reading the book. 
Trying to do the Lord’s work in the most efficient way, the Institute 
encourages the printing of foreign language tracts inside the countries 
where they will be distributed. Printing costs are less, and the tracts do 
, not contain the name of an American organization, against which 
there is frequently prejudice. 
World literacy is rapidly increasing, and the printed page can go 
where the missionary often cannot go. Then, too, the gospel in print is 
| probably the most economical and effective method of reaching the 


their literature all over the world at an alarming rate. 


‘ sat . 44) masses. Many cults have taken note of these facts and are distributing 
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( | Christian workers everywhere are asking for Moody’s 


people, the Institute will continue its all-important task 


gospel literature. As funds are made available by God’s 


of supplying the gospel in print to a sin-sick world. 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dr. William Culbertson, presivent 





